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was recommended by the chief of the Bureau of 
Docks and Yards, as well as by the Secretary of the 
Navy himself. He would simply state that the 
Secretary of the Navy and the officers having con- 
trol of it said, while the navy-yard at New York 
must be at all times and was one of the most im- 
portant in the United States, it was one, in point 
of extent, most limited and contracted; and this 
round, which it was proposed to purchase, was | 
essentially necessary to give to the navy-yard the 
requisite room to carry on and properly conduct 
the operations of that establishment. It further 
appeared in evidence, from the statements present- 
ed, that the Government had been for a long time, 
perhaps fora period of twenty years, endeavoring to 
purchase this same property, but had been unable | 
to obtain a valid title. Such title, he said, was now | 
to be obtained, and ata rate, though greater than 
it could have been purchased for when the attempt | 
was first made, much less than there was reason to | 
apprehend would have to be paid if the purchase 
were much longer delayed. | 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved a slight amend- | 
ment to the amendment, and was proceeding to 
sustain Mr. Vinton’s views and further to ex- | 
plain, when he was interrupted by a question of | 
order raised by Mr. SCHENCK, which gave rise 
to some conversation. 
Mr. KING’S amendment not being pressed— 
Mr. VINTON’S amendment was then adopted. 
Mr. VINTON moved to increase the appropri- | 
ation for the Philadelphia navy-yard from $11,500 | 


to $14,500, and explained that the necessity of the | 


increase arose from being obliged to pay $3,000 _ 
more for a dredging machine there than was origin- 
ally estimated. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. V. also moved to add for the Pensacola 
yards $50,000, for the construction in part of a 
new timber shed, and explained, that since the bill 
was reported, the Secretary of the Navy had in- 
formed the committee that the Government had a 
large amount of very valuable timber at Pensacola, 
which could not be preserved without such a pro- | 
vision. The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNT moved to insert for necessary re- | 
pairs for marine hospital at Mobile, $1,900, and | 


said this amendment was reported by the Commit- || 


teeon Commerce. Agreed to. 

Various other verbal amendments and amend- 
ments striking out minor items, which the depart- 
ment had agreed to dispense with after the bill was 
reported, were offered by Mr. VINTON, and 
agreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved to insert 
$50,000 for completing, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy, the marine hospitals here- 
tofore commenced at Pittsburg, Cleveland, and 
Louisville. 

He explained the previous legislation on this 
subject, and urged the importance of these marine | 
hospitals, the construction of which he presented 
as a matter of direct and positive duty, the expen- | 
ses therefor being met by the tax which the Gee. 
ernment imposed on seamen. The amount of this | 
tax received annually at Louisville, for several 
years had been eleven or twelve hundred dollars, 
while the appropriations there had been but five 
hundred. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reduce the 
amount proposed one-half, and concurred in all 
the gentleman from Kentucky had said. ‘The older | 
members of the House would bear witness, if he | 
had not made the same speech just delivered b 


| gentleman referred. 








the gentleman from Kentucky, for years, he had, | 
at least, expressed the same sentiments. There 
Was now on the calendar a separate bill providing 
for these very hospitals. And another thing he 
wished to mention, for which he felt himself bound | 
to hold the gentleman from Kentucky and his party 
responsible, was, that the rules of the House were | 
80 framed as that the majority could not control its 
business, and that the minority were installed in | 
power. If the gentleman from Kentucky would | 
£0 with him to modify the rules and make them 
what they were when the Democrats had the ma- 


jority, they would be able to get along with their 
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business. The Locofoco party would never be 
guilty of such weakness as to instal the minority 


/ in power, and enable them to prevent the despatch 


of business. 
would do it. 
Mr. CABELL called the gentleman to order on 
the ground of irrelevancy; and, after some conver- 
sation, Mr. Wenrwortn withdrew his amend- | 


They had never done it, and never 


; ment. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved an amendment, and 
said a few words in reply to Mr. Wenrwortn. 


SHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 
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Mr. HALE presented a petition from William 
C. Williams and twenty others, citizens of Hamil- 
ton county, Ohio, asking that the seat of Govern- 
ment may be removed to some free State, and sug- 
gesting Cincinnati as the most central spot. 

Mr. HALE moved that the petition be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary; but, according 
to the practice of the Senate, the motion to receive 


He had understood the gentleman to intimate that | the petition arose, and the question was put to lay 


| the rules adopted by the Whig House were differ- 
| ent from those of the Democratic House. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, (in his seat.) They are, 
certainly. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I should like to have the 
gentleman point out wherein they differ. 

Mr. WENTWORTH would point it out, if the 
gentleman would allow him, though he presumed 
the gentleman would hardly wish to give him up 
his five minutes for the purpose. 

Mr. STEPHENS knew not to what rule the 
The gentleman had said they 
had adopted rules by which the majority could not | 
do the business. He would like to have the gen- 
tleman point out any material alterations they had 
made. But he would tell the gentleman that when | 
he would get his party to vote for some of these | 
improvements, which he would have the country 


that motion on the table. 

Mr. HALE asked for the yeas and nays; but 
the Chair decided that the call was too late, the 
motion to lay on the table having been decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. HALE then asked leave to withdraw the 
petition, with a view to present it again when the 
Senate should be full. 

The question being put, no quorum voted; and 
the question being again put, there appeared ayes 
7, noes 12, so that no quorum voted, 

The Sergeant-at-arms was directed by the Chair 
to ascertain if a quorum was present, and reported 


| in the affirmative. 


Mr. HALE moved that the Senate adjourn, 
which was negatived. 

The question was again put on the motion for 
leave to withdraw the petition—ayes 14, noes 14. 


; : li N 
believe he was desirous to get, then he would have | No quorum. 


them, and not before. 

Mr. WENTWORTTI said he was in favor of | 
this proposition. 
Mr. STEPHENS believed the gentleman him- 
self was; but let him come out manfully and say | 
his own side was not for it, and his (Mr. S.’s) side | 
was, and not take the position that this House had | 


adopted rules by which this subject could not be || 


reached, The rules were the same in this respect | 
as they had been in the last Congress: two-thirds 
were required now as then to take up business out 
of order. The only difference was, that the mo- | 


once a week, whereas, under the rules of the gen- 


tion to suspend the rules now could only be made || 


tleman’s party, the gentleman might move to sus- | 


pend them every day in the week, and they would 


do nothing else so long as there were two-thirds | 


Democrats in the House. There was but one 
remedy, and that was for a House to be returned 


two-thirds Whig. He withdrew his amendment | 


to the amendment. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
the amendment, by adding $10,000 for marine 
hospital at Natchez, and briefly urged the import- 


ance of the completion of the works there, now | 


begun, to afford accommodations to the many |, 


sailors who were taken there with yellow fever, 
and the general necessity to those who navigated 
the western waters for the erection of a hospital at 
that point. 

Mr. FRENCH wished the gentleman to modify 
his amendment to the amendment, 8o as to include 
also $10,000 for a marine hospital at Paducah. 

Mr. BROWN declined to do so, reminding the 
gentleman that it would be in order for him to 
offer the proposition after his amendment had been 
voted on. 

Pending the question, the committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented || 


under the rule, and referred : 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
|| the fact of the slave traffic so extensively carried 


Mr. HALE asked for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. STURGEON called for the reading of the 
petition before he would give his vote. 

The petition was then read as follows: 

That whereas recent events, as well as the indi- 
cations of past years, have rendered it but too 
painfully manifest that the liberty of the press and 
freedom of speech in our Houses of Congress are 
no longer, on all subjects, safe and untrammelled 
at our seat of Government in its present location, 
but presses are liable at any exigency to attack 
and destruction from a lawless mob, for sentiments 
uttered on the subject of slavery, and members of 
Congress are exposed to insult and personal vio- 
lence from the ruthless bully and assassin for 
words spoken in debate in their respective Houses 


on the same subject: 


The prayer of your memorialists, therefore, is, 
that measures be immediately taken by your hon- 
orable bodies for the removal of the seat of Gov- 


ernment as speedily as convenient from its present 


location to some new site, within the bounds of 
some free State, where the rights of the press and 
the privilege of parliament in the persons of mem- 
bers of Congress may be more fully respected and 
secured. 

Your memorialists would also further suggest 
that what renders such a change stiil more proper 
and called for, is the fact that in the unparalleled 
' growth of our country the present seat of Govern- 
| ment, however central it may have been in its 
| original selection, is now far east as well as south 
| of the centre of the voting population, They would, 

therefore, venture to present the city of Cincinnati, 
in the State of Ohio, as a place in which, from its 
| more central position, as well as its other numerous 
| and great advantages, would be specially suitable 
| for the new location. 

Finally, as a further reason in behalf of such a 
change of location, your memorialists would urge 


on within the bounds of the District, and in sight 
of the very Capitol itself; thus disgracing our 


By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: The petition of | country by making what ought to be the citadel 
seamen and seamen’s friends in Charleston, to stop the || and sanctuary of liberty the great slave mart of the 


spirit ration. 
and City Council of Charleston, for a custom-house. 

By Mr. CHAPMAN: The memorial of the representatives 
of Colonel John Crowell, late Indian agent, for compensa- 
tion for his services. 


By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of sundry citizens | 


of Pennsylvania for the abolition of slavery throughout the 
United States. : ; 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of Lucien Clavadetscher for 
the removal of Captain William Ramsay from the naval ser- 
vice for fraudulent conduct, and using his official position 
for the purpose of perpetrating deception, and of cheating 
private citizens. 


Also, the memorial of the citizens, merchants, | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


Union. 


Mr. MANGUM suggested that a petition could 
not be withdrawn but by unanimous consent. 
Mr. HALE was willing to withdraw his motion 
| for leave, if he could have the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay the motion for reception on the 
table. 
Mr. BAGBY said he was disposed, in the first 
instance, to allow the Senator to withdraw the 
memorial; but since it had been read, he should vote 





nie le egal retmetians ities atc 











= 
~ ee 


Jawa 


4 
; 
i 























































































































































































































































NE I eT a ee 





















































































































































are ee errr CE ie ae Stas sari ithlinieanaaide 






























































834 


against it as coming within that class of petitions 
on which the motion to receive was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Hae for leave to withdraw the petition, and 
decided as follows: 


VYEAS—Merers. Davix of Massachusetts, Greene, Hale, 
Niles. Phelps, t pham, aud Webster 


NAYS— Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bagby, Bell, 
Berries forland, Butler, Cameron, Davis of Missts-ippi, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Pelch, Hamlin, Hunter, 


Johnson of Marviand, Joboson of Louisiana, Johnson ot 
Georgia, Lewis, Manguin, Mason, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Westcou, and Yulee—sl. 


Mr. HALE rese to a point of order, contending 
that the Senate had no property in the paper, which 
beloneed to him, to be disposed of as he might 
think proper. ‘he Senate had refused to receive 
it, and yet refused him permission to withdraw it, 

Mr. MANGUM said the paper belonged to the 
Senate; that for the last twelve years the practice 
invariably had been to dispose of these petitions 
by the motion to receive beimg laid on the table, 
aud that not an attempt had been made to infringe 
it until the Senator from New Hampshire came 
there to agitate tie subject anew. He considered 
that the petition was under the control of the Sen- 
ate, and was the property of the body. 

Mr. NILES denied that the petition eame within 
the rule, and that therefore the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. Manoum] were 
gratuitous. That the petition showed on its face 
that it was for the removal of the seat of govern- 
ment for certain reasons therein specified, showing 
slavery among the number. 

The CHAIR decided the question oforder against 
Mr. Elace. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition from 
eiizens of Arkansas, in favor of the purchase of 
Mount Vernon by the General Government; which 
was referred tothe Committee on Military A flairs. 

Mr. RUSK. presented a petition from George 
C. Hutter, asking arrears of pay as an officer of 
the United States army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from Nicholl & 
Co., asking payment for tea furnished to the Navy 
Department at Norfoik, Virginia, in June, 1846; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a petition from James 
C. Chapman, asking to have paid over to him one- 
fourth part of the proceeds of the cargo of the brig 
Diana, condemned for a violation of the non-inter- 
course laws; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, asking the 
erection of a new and larger custom-house in that 
city; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

By Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
Claims: Asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Thomas F. Gordon, 
accompanic d by a report. 

Also, from the same committee, the bill to revive 
the act entitled ** An act to provide for the payment 
of horses and other property lost or destroyed in 
the military service of the United States,”’ approved 
Ith January, 1827, and the acts approved 14th 
February, 1537, and August 23, 1842, amendatory 
of the same. s 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill, which was agreed 
to; and a considerable discussion took place on the 
bill, in which Messrs. TURNEY, WESTCOTT, 
DAVIS of Miss., BADGER, DAYTON, BOR- 
LAND, NILES, RUSK, BUTLER, BREESE, 
DOWNS, and DiX, took part. It was contended 
by the advocates of the bill that the practice of the 
Government had always been to pay tor horses 
and property lost in the military service of the 
United States; and there was no ground for excep- 
tion to the bill, which merely revived the acts of 
1827, 1837, and 1842. On the other hand, it was 
argued that the cases which called for the passage 
of those acts probably varied from those to which 
it was now ee toapply the principle of those 
acts, and a doubt was expressed whether the allow- 
ance of forty cents a day was not intended to cover 
the risk of loss. 

Motions were made to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill unti] Monday, and to refer it 
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| to the Committee on Military Affairs, and the latter 


prevailed: Ayes 20—Mr. BORLAND pledging 
himself that no delay in the action of the commit- 
tee should take place. 

The mouon of Mr. YULEE, to refer toa select 
committee the naval and military bills referred to 
yesterday, was renewed and agreed to. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorial of the clerks of the pay de- 
partment at New Orleans, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, also 
reported the joint resolution for the relief of Clem- 
ents, Bryan & Co., without amendment. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, also 
reported House bill for the relief of William Ral- 
ston, without amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, ETC. 


Mr. BORLAND, on leave, introduced a bill to 
revive an act authorizing certain soldiers in the late 
war with Great Britain to surrender bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate others in lieu there- 
of; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WEBSTER said: | yesterday asked leave 
of the Senate to introduce a bill further to extend 
the provisions of the naturalization laws of the 
United States. The main object of the bill is a 
very simple one. I will endeavor to state it, with 
all possible brevity, in the hope that when the 
committee shall have examined the bill, and shall 
have reported, it may pass without much delay, as 
it is certainly somewhat of an important object. 
The difficulty which exists in the case respects 
the national character of children of American pa- 
rents born abroad. It would seem, that by the 
existing law of 1802, without a very violent con- 
struction of its provisions, children now born abroad 


of American parents resident abroad, whether in | 


LOBE. 


a public capacity, like that of ministers or con- | 


suls, Or private persons travelling for pleasure or 
on business, are not to be deemed and taken to be 
citizens of the United States. The question or 
difficulty arises in This way. The phraseology of 
the act of 1202 is, “that children born abroad of 
‘parents who heretofore have been, or now are, 
‘ciuzens of the United States, shall be deemed and 
‘taken to be citizens of the United States them- 
‘selves.’ But there are in the act no prospective 


words; it does not say that children born of pa- | 
rents who have been, or now are, or hereafter shall | 
be, citizens of the United States; and therefore | 


the thing has reached this point, that American 
citizens, born since the year 1802, who may con- 
sequently be forty-six years of age, now going 
abroad temporarily with their families, either for 
business purposes, public or private, or for the 
sake of travel, and having children born abroad, 
those children are excluded from citizenship by the 
necessary construction of that law. 

It is the opinion of commentators (Justice 
Story, Judge Kent, and others) that this clause 
was very vaguely drawn. The phrase was in- 
tended to be applied to naturalized citizens, but it 
cannot be so construed. The object that [ have 
in view, then, is to provide again for what was 
provided for by the act of 1802, and make it ex- 
tend to the future, and apply to all the children 
o! American parentage, in cases where such pa- 
rents have gone to reside temporarily abroad, still 
preserving their allegiance to the United States. 
There are other provisions in the act concerning 
which there may be different opinions, perhaps, 
butthis is the main one, and I think it will recom- 
mend itself to all; and I hope, if the committee 
find the law to be as I understand it to be, they will 
report this bill, and that the Senate will give it 
enactment in the form I have given to it. 

The bill was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That Friday and Saturday, the 16th and 17th 
instant, be set apart for the consideration of private bills on 
the calendar, to the exclusion of all other business. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation to pay the extra compensatign allowed to the judge 
of the United States district court for the State of Louisiana 
by the act of 1824, to enable claimants of land under French 


and Spauish grants in Louisiana to try the validity of their 
Ulles. 


June 13, 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESs. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to take up for immediate 
consideration the joint resolution of the Hose 
fixing the time for adjournment on the 17th ; 
next, 

Mr. ATHERTON expressed a hope that the 
motion would not prevail. It was yesterday pont. 
poned on account of the thinness of the Senate 
and the same reason would operate to-day, "ee 
eral Senators who were now absent would be jn 
their seats on Monday. He had no objection to 
take up the resolution for the purpose of fixing q 
day for its consideration, But we were not now 
in a condition to fix a day for the close of the seg. 
sion. The principal appropriation bills had yoy 
yet passed the House of Representatives. If yw» 
pass this resoluuon now, we yield the power of the 
Senate over it, and the day will be fixed irrevoea- 
bly, unless the two Houses could be brought to 
agree on a new proposition, and some important 
business may be lost. The delay of a few days 
could not affect the question. If, after a week or 
two, we Can see our way clear, we can then fix on 
the day named. It may be seen, from the delay jn 
passing the Indian appropriation bill, how difj- 
cult it may be to get the other appropriation ills 
through by the 17th of July. That biil may yey 
occupy some time, as a very important question 
is involved in the amendment of the Senator from 
Tennessee. The only appropriation bill which 
has yet passed the Senate is the one relating to the 
Military Academy. 

Mr. BADGER hoped the motion of the Senator 
from Georgia would prevail, and that we should 
not only proceed to consider, but to pass the reso- 
lution. The business of the two Houses will be 
expedited as soon as the day of adjournment is 
fixed; and nothing of importance will be done until 
it is fixed. He would merely add, thatif the reso- 
lution were now considered, he would move the 
amendment which he had submitted to the joint 
resolution of the Senator from Missouri, {Mr. 
Atcuison,] providing that the business should be 
taken up at the beginning of the next session in the 
State in which it may be left at the adjournment. 

Mr. DICKINSON thought it probable that we 
might be able to adjourn at the time named. But 
he was opposed to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion at this time. Some of the chairmen of the 
principal committees—the Military Committee and 
the Foreign Relations—were now absent, and there 
may be important business before those commit- 
tees. The absent Senators may be expected to 
return in a day or two. The chairman of the 
Committee on Territories is also absent. If we 
concur at this time in the resolution of the House, 
there will be an end of the matter. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said, that although 
the chairman of the Commitiee on Military Affairs 
was absent, it was now well known that the army 
in Mexico must be disbanded before the day fixed 
by the resolution for adjournment. This reason, 
therefore, could not operate as an objection to 
adopting that day. If the President should not 
recommend any increase of the army, there could 
be no occasion to delay for any action of that com- 
mittee. It was well known that the circumstances 

'which have recently taken place are unfavorable 
to sound legislation on any important political 
questions. He desired that an early day should 
be fixed, and that the important measures should 
be laid over until next session. 

Mr. BAGBY thought the day fixed was re- 
mote enough to leave ample time to get through 
all the necessary business. He knew that some 
Senators were absent, but when they return others 
will leave, so that the Senate will every week be- 
come thinner. We shall never get through any 
business until the day of adjournment is agreed 
on. He was willing to vote for an earlier day 
than the 17th July. 

Mr. BUTLER had no objection to fix a day for 
closing the session, but he was sure the day named 
was tooearly. There were many very important 
bills now waiting for the action of Congress. Why 
were Senators so very anxious to adjourn? Was 
it because they were desirous to avoid the intro- 
duction of certain questions which might come up‘ 
Among the bills of importance, we had that regu- 
lating the proceedings as to our citizens 1n China, 

| which had been twice called for, and was very _ 
| portant in its principle. Something also must 
/done with regard to the army, and he was no 
| going to adopt all the recommendations of the 


July 


late 
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President as to its disbandment. Many important 
and delicate questions may arise for considergtion, 
He would have no objection to name an early day 
in August. 

Mr. BERRIEN thonght that the amendment 

suezested by the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. Bapcer] would remove any objections to 
leaving the business unfinished, 
Mr. RUSK hoped the resolution would not now 
be taken up for consideration. ‘There was much 
important basiness to be disposed of, and many 
Senators absent. The ratification of the treaty of 
peace rendered it necessary to introduce new sub- 
jects for legislation. Our boundaries are now 
greatly extended. It was important that a gov- 
ernment be established in California. If we ad- 
‘ourn on the day named in the resolution, we shall 
Love to leave things as they are. No provision 
will be made relative to the disbanding of the 
army. California will be left without a govern- 
ment, or under a,military government, which is 
worse than none. He hoped the resolution would 
not be taken up. 

Mr. DAYTON hoped the resolution would be 
takenup. Although several Senators were absent, 
their sentiments on most of the important measures 
likely to arise were known. He saw no symp- 
toms of impatience in the motion. It is the usual 
time of adjournment. As to business, the Senate 
is usually ahead of the House of Representatives. 
We possess greater facilities for expediting busi- 
ness, and we are fewerin number. If longer time 
should, on trial, be found necessary, there would 
be no difficulty in getting the resolution rescinded. 
Until we fix a day for adjournment, we shall not 
work. Fix the day, and we shall work up to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, reminded the 
Senate that there were now more than two hun- 
dred bills on the Senate calendar for action. Was 
it probable that one-half of these bills (and among 
them were some of very great importance, especi- 
ally to the new States, and which had been inves- 
tigated with so much labor by the various com- 
mittees) could be passed by the time named in the 
resolution? He was willing to adjourn whenever 
we could properly do so. But, for one, he was 
not at present prepared to fix any day until the 
important cases before Congress shall have been 
acted on The best plan was, to postpone the sub- 
ject for a week or two. It had been suggested that 
it was not the practice of the Senate to postpone 
resolutions coming from the House. He believed 


le 


it had sometimes been done; and that even so re- | 
cently as the session before the last, it was so, and | 


Congress sat till August. 

Mr. CALHOUN insisted that there was no Sen- 
ator more desirous to adjourn than he was. But 
it would be impossible to get through the business 


hefore Congress by the 17th July. There was the | 


Oregon business, which was very important, and 


other matters of equal importance, to be acted on. || 


Pass this resolution now, and we lose our control 
of it. It had been said that circumstances were 
unpropitious to sound legislation, because subjects 
involving delicate questions in reference to the 
outgoing and the incoming Administrations might 
arise, He was ready to take the responsibility of 
prolonging the session whenever there was any 
important business to be done. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. BERRIEN, and decided in the negative: Ayes 
16, noes 2], 


of the Cherokee Indians, remonstrating against the | 
decision of the Government of the United States || 


coe to these claims; which was ordered to be 
printed, 

The bill for the relief of the Central Railroad and 

anking Company of Georgia was considered in 
Committee of the Whole, and, after having been 
ordered to a third reading, was subsequently read 
& third time, and passed. , 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took 
Up the joint resolution from the House for the re- 


moval of the pole from the dome of the Capitol, and | 


concurred in the same. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 14, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


p Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Public 
rinung, to which had been referred the resolution 





authorizing the Clerk to make contracts for the 
binding of all the public documents, reports, bills, 
&c., of the Ist session 30th Congress, made a re- 
port thereon. 

Mr. C. observed that the Committee on Printing 
had made no recommendation tothe House. They 
had been directed to inquire into the facts and as- 
certain whether any contract had been made for 
binding the public documents, and their report 
simply was, shat no such contract had been made. 

Mr. McKAY moved, for the present, that the 
report be iaid upon the table and printed. 

Mr. CONGER proceeded to make some re- 
marks, under the apprehension that Mr. McKay 
had proposed to recommit the report. 

Mr. McKAY disclaimed any such motion. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 


Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which was referred the joint reso- 
lution defining the reports to be annually made to 
Congress by the head of the several Executive de- 
partments, and requiring the same to be prepared 
immediately afier the close of each fiscal year and 
forthwith communicated for publication, reported 
the same back to the House with sundry amend- 
ments, 

The amendments were read and agreed to; and 
the joint resolution was then read a third time and 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill to repeal the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
| clauses of An act in addition to the several acts 
regulating the shipment and discharge of seamen 
'and the duties of consuls,” approved July 20th, 
1840, and also to amend the act entitled ** An act 
supplementary to the act concerning consuls and 
vice consuls, and for the further protection of 
Americanseamen,’’ approved 28th February, 1803. 
Committed. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported bills for the relief of Ira T. Hor- 
ton and Augustus Ford. Committed. 


* Also, from the same committee, reported the 


following resolution, which was read and agreed 
| to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire and report whether any, and what, further 
| legislation is required in relation to costs on the criminal 
side of the United States courts. 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of James Y. Smith. Commit- 
ted. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of William H. Russell and 
|W. H. Brockway, administrator of John Johnson, 
deceased. Laid on the table. 

Mr. WILMOT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a biil for the relief of James Morehead. 
Committed. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
|| Committee on Commerce, reported a bill making 
appropriations for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of certain rivers and harbors, and for the 
survey of certain other rivers and harbors. Com- 
mitted. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, made adverse reports 
on the petitions of the Navigation and Hydraulic 
Company of the Mississippi Rapids; of citizens of 
Akron, Ohio, for a grant of public lands; and of a 
joint resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, in 


Laid on the table. 


POST ROUTES. 
| Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, to which was recommitted 
| the bill to establish certain post routes, reported 
| the same back to the House with sundry amend- 
| ments; which were read and agreed to. 

‘| Numerous other amendments were offered and 
| agreed to; when— 


|| Jay and Adams. 


| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Lost. 

Mr. KAUFMAN then moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and, under the operation 
| thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
| After much confusion, Mr. ROOT moved to 
| reconsider the vote ordering the engrossment of the 





|| printed. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
\ motion to reconsider on the table. Lost. 


|| “Mr. CUMMINS moved to recommit the bill to | 
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Mr. ROOT expressed the hope that this bill would 
be printed before its final passage, for many amend- 
ments had been offered in a way which prevented 
a thorough examination of them. [It had been in- 
timated that any errors which might have been 
committed might be corrected by the Senate; but 
to this he could not assent. This House ought to 
do its own legislation, and to do it correctly. He 
again hoped the House would allow the bill to be 
printed before its passage. 

Mr. VINTON concurred in the suggestion of 
his colleague, {[Mr. Roor.] He was informed that 
there was a provision tn this bill to establish a post 
route in the State of Texas, to terminate at Santa 


| Fé. Now, they were all aware that important 


Mr. BELL presented a memorial from a portion '| relation to marsh and wet lands in the counties of | 


|| bill, with a view to having the bill and amendments | 


| 


present. 


results had arisen from careless legislation hereto- 
fore, which it became them now to avoid. The 
bill, therefore, ought to be printed before they 
should do that which could be regarded by the 
Executive as affirming by this House that the 
State of Texas extended to and embraced Santa 
Fé. He again hoped the bill would be printed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN was understood to say that 
the bill contained no such provision, 

Mr. GOGGIN said the explanation of the gen- 
tleman from Texas must be satisfactory to the 
gentleman from Ohio, but still there were many 
amendments made to this bill ina hurried manner; 
and, as they should not rely on the Senate to do 
that which they should do for themselves, he con- 
curred in the propriety of printing the bill before 
1S passage. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
was in favor of reconsidering the vote to engross 
the bill; and his object was to offer as an amend- 
ment the bill reported by the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, that permits newspa- 
pers to be carried thirty miles free of postage. 

Mr.GOGGIN. Theamendment has been ruled 
out of order on this bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had looked back and 
found that the very bill now desired to be repealed 
was passed in the bill to establish post routes at the 
last Congress—exactly the same kind of bill as the 

We had the precedent of the last Con- 
gress, 

Mr. GOGGIN rose to a point of order, whether 
the gentleman could discuss the proposed amend- 
ment on the present motion ? 

The CHAIR decided the gentleman in order, as 
he was giving his reasons for his vote to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he thanked the Chair 
for recognizing him in order, as he found himself 
often otherwise. He could see no objection to 
making the amendment. It had been matured by 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and was not the act of himself or of any individual. 
Sull he thought this was the only chance for repeal- 
ing what he conceived a premium operating in favor 
of the city press against the country press. 

Mr. GOGGIN again called the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would not trespass, 
if possible. He could but call on the friends of the 
country press to act now; if they did not, they 
could get no further opportunity this session. He 
did not desire to injure the city press; but, while 
the postage was charged as at present, the postage 
being as much on a country paper whenever it 
passes through the mail any distance, however 
short, as a city paper two or three hundred miles 

| distant, the result was, that the law operates to the 
| exclusion of the former, and in favor of the latter. 
Let us give them anequal chance. He would call 
on the friends of equality to the country press, 
This was the only chance to put the law right, and 


it would not occur again. 


Some conversation ensued between Mr. GOG- 
GIN, Mr. PHELPS, Mr. THOMPSON, and 
others. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved the pre- 
vious question, but there was no second. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the further consid- 


eration of the subject be postponed to Monday 


next, to give gentlemen an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the details of this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. Lost. 

| Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
| on the Judiciary, to which was referred Senate 
' bills respecting the public archives in the State of 
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Florida, and to authorize the district judge of the 
State of Tennessee to hold special terms, reported 
the same back to the House without amendment. 

Also, reported from the same committee, to 
which they had been referred, Senate bill to au- 
thorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, 
affirmations, and acknowledgments In certain cases, 
and a bill supplementary to an act to authorize the 
Secretary of State to liquidate certain claims therein 


mentioned, passed April 18, 1814, back to the | 


liouse with amendments. Committed. 
Also, from the same committee, reported bills to 
alter and amend the act entitled **An act for the 


punishment of counterfeiting the current coin of 


the United States, and for other purpose 8;’’ to pro- 
vide for the taking of the seventh census, or enu- 
meration of the mmbhabitants of the United States; 
and for revising the laws of the United States. 
Committed, 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred bills to regulate and equalize the 
compensation of district attorneys of the United 
States; viving the consent of the Government of 
the United States to the State of ‘Texas to extend 
her boundary so as to include within her limits 
one-half of the Sabine pass, Sabine lake, and Sa- 
bine river, as far north as the 32d degree of north 
latitude, reported the same back to the House 
withoutamendment. Committed. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
the consideration of the petition of Major G. Toch- 
man, attorney for the heirs-at-law of General Thad- 
deus Kosciusko, deceased, and it was laid on the 
tabie. 

Mr. 1., from the same committee, reported the 
following resolution, which was read and agreed 
to; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Buildings and 
Grounds be requested to inquire ito the expediency of pro- 
viding # suitable hall for the due permanent accommodation 
of the House of Representatives, and into the expediency 
of providing in the mean time for its temporary accommo- 


dation ia the deparunent now occupied as a Congressional 
Library. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, the Committee 
on the Jadiciary was discharged from the consid- 
eration of the bill to change the place of holding 
courts in New Hampshire, and it was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. F., from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill for the relief of Thomas Doug- 
lass, late United States attorney for East Florida, 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment, Committed, 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petitions of 
Orpha Roe, Sarah Smith, heir of Elijah Alford, 
Elizabeth Stanford, formerly widow ot John Me- 


Cairey, and the heirs of Zeph. Halsy, and they | 


were laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Clainis, made adverse reports on the pet- 
tions of Moses Matthews and Noah Smith. [aid 
on the table. 


Mr. TALLMADGE, from the same committee, | 


reported bills for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Presley Thornton; for the relief 
of the heirs of Larkin Smith; to provide for the 


payment of seven years’ half-pay to Sarah Ann 
Dye, who was the widow of Lieutenant Jonathan | 


Dye, an officer of the army of the United States, 


and who was killed at Brandywine; and for the | 
relief of the legal representatives of John Mande- 
ville; which bills were severally read and com- 


mitted, 


Mr. BARRINGER presented a protest of the | 
Cherokee delegation of Indians against the report | 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in relation 
to the settlement to be made under the treaty of 


1846. 


fairs. 


Mr. NEWALL, from the Committee on Revo- || 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


Abigail Staiford. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, from the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to which was referred 
the joint resolution of the Senate for the relief of 
Jonathan Lewis, reported the same back to the 
House with amendments Committed. 

Mr. PECK, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Robert B. Mitchell. Read 
and committed. 


Referred to the Committee on Indian Af- | 
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Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, reported a joint resolution in relation to 
the transportation and discharge of the military 
forces of the United States at the close of the war 
with Mexico; which was read three times, and, 


under the operation of the previous question, | 
(moved by Mr. Botrts,) passed, and sent to the 


Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. BOTTS, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Josiah P. Pilcher. Read and 
committed, 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill placing the officer who performs 
the duty of adjutant at the Military Academy on 
an equality as to pay and allowances with the ad- 


jutants of regiments, reported the same back to the 


House without amendment. Committed. 
Also, from the same committee, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the resolution of February 16, 1843, rela- 
tive tothe Army and Navy Registers, be rescinded, and in 


lieu thereof, that the Secretaries of the Departments of War | 
and Navy be required to furnish this House annually on the | 
Ist of January with a transcript of the official army and navy | 
lists, in such form as to affix opposite the name of each per- | 


son contained therein, in separate columna, the annual pay 
of such officer or person, the amount paid him for rations, 


servants, and forage, and the gross amount paid or allowed | 
hin in all respects, for and on his account, tor and during 


the preceding fiseal year. 

Mr. TALLMADGE asked leave to make a mo- 
tion to discharge the Committee of the Whole from 
the bill to incorporate the Washington City Gas- 
light Company, with a view to the consideration 
of the said bill in the House. Objected to. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 


Naval Affairs, to which was referred Senate bills 
for the relief of Purser Benjamin G, Cahoone, and 
for the relief of the widows and orphans of the 
officers, seamen, and marines of the brig-of-war 


Somers, reported the same back to the House with- | 


out amendment. Committed. 


Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, to | 


which was referred Senate bill renewing certain 


naval pensions for the term of five years, and ex- | 


tending the benefits of existing laws respecting 
naval pensions to engineers, firemen, and coal- 
heavers in the navy, and to their widows, reported 
the same back to the House with an amendment. 
The amendment was read. 
Mr. WHITE urged the immediate passage of 
the bill. 


Mr. McKAY asked to have the amendment | 


printed. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BIIL. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, on the bill making appropria- | 
tions for the naval service for the year ending June | 


30, 1849, (Mr. ‘THompson, of Indiana, in the 
chair. ) 


When the committee rose yesterday the amend- | 


ment of Mr. Duncan, of Kentucky, was pending, 


Pittsburg, Cleveland, and Louisville, $50,000. 


Which amendment Mr. BROWN, of Missis- | 
sippi, moved to amend by inserting after the word | 
and to in- | 


99 ” 


‘** Louisville’? the word ‘ Natchez, 
crease the sum from $50,000 to $60,000. 


‘The question was stated on agreeing to the 


amendment of Mr. Brown, and being put, it was 
agreed to. 


Mr. FRENCH then moved to amend the amend- 


ernment ground, $10,000.” 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, objected to the 
amendment as being out of order, and thereupon 
a protracted debate on order took 


| nouncing the amendment to be in order. 


Mr. HUNT moved an amendment proposing 


| for the erection of marine hospitals at Paducah, 
Natchez, and St. Louis, each, $10,000; and also 
for the construction of a marine hospital on the 
Government ground at Chicago, $10,000. 
Mr. H. explained the provisions of his amend- 


ment, which had originally been reported from the | 
The hospitals at Lou- | 


Committee on Commerce. 
isville, Cleveland, and Pittsburg had been already 


| Treasury and the ay council. 


place, in which | 
Messrs. DUNCAN, POLLOCK, SCHENCK, | 
and McLANE took part, and which ended in pro- || 


St. Louis, and Natchez had now been perfected 
and the committee were of opinion that appropri. 
atiom® should be made to commence work at rasa 
of those points, and they directed such a ir 
to be proposed as an item to be inserted ap 
naval appropriation bill. ‘They also recommended 
another item of $10,000 for a similar work at Chi 
cago, to be commenced as soon as the title to ‘the 
ground at that place should have been secured 
He hoped the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Duncan] would accept the amendment he pro- 
posed as a substitute for that offered by himself 

Mr. DUNCAN had no objection to do so cane 
that $10,000 was too small a sum to complete the 
hospital which had been commenced at Louisville 
on the plan on which it had been commenced, “T 

Mr. HUNT suggesting that that sum might an. 
swer for the present year, and a further amouyy 
if necessary, would doubtless be granted the year 
following— : 

Mr. DUNCAN accepted the substitute. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, by leave 
made a statement of the condition and progress of 
the hospital building at Pittsburg, the sums thys 
far expended, and urged the necessity of com. 
pleting the building. 

Mr. McKAY said that there was some misappre- 
hension as to the fund out of which these appro- 
priations when made were to be paid. Some seem 
to think they would be payable out of the marine 
hospital fund, which was formed by the collection 
of twenty cents per month from each seaman, in- 
cluding the boatmen, on the western waters, that 
amount being deducted from their wages. That 
was a mistake. That fund had been regularly 
expended, since its formation, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, in affording relief 
to destitute seamen, either in public hospitals or 
private boarding-houses. It was true, that in the 
act of the 16th of July, 1798, which created the 
fund, there was a provision, that in case there 
should be any surplus, it should be applied to the 
erection of hospitals. But no such surplus had 
ever accumulated. It would be seen, by an exec- 
utive document communicated some years ago, 
that there had been collected under this law, up to 
the 3lst December, 1841, the sum of $2,173,101 18, 
and that Congress had appropriated within the 
same period, in aid of the fund, $550,069 34, the 
whole of which had been spent in providing ‘for 
the temporary relief and maintenance of sick and 
disabled seamen,” according to the act of 1798. 
Many of the committee, perhaps, would be sur- 

rised when they learned how few hospitals had 
aon established under the authority of the Gov- 
ernment. There were, until the last few years, 
only two in the United States: one at Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, and the other at Norfolk, Virginia. 
The one in Charleston, South Carolina, had been 


ri. 


| established under peculiar circumstances. An ap- 


propriation for its benefit was first made in the year 


|| 1830; and it will be seen, from the terms of the act, 
viz: For the completion of the marine hospitals at || 


that the buildings then belonged to the city au- 


| thorities, and that the appropriation was intended 


to execute a contract which had been entered into 
as far back as 1804, between the Secretary of the 
The whole amount 
expended for these hospitals, in the purchase of 
grounds and buildings, up to the 3lst December, 


| 1841, according to the document before referred to, 
| was $63,780 39. There had been since appropri- 


| || ated for the same purposes at Ocracoke, Key West, 
ment by adding thereto, ** for the erection of a ma- || 


rine hospital at Paducah, Kentucky, on the Gov- | 


Mobile, New Orleans, Cleveland, Louisville, and 
Pittsburg, $206,696, the whole of which was for 
| the benefit of the Southwest, except the small sum 
_ of $10,000 for a hospital at Ocracoke, North Caro- 
lina. Now, the amendment before the committee 
proposed the establishment of seven additional hos- 
pitals in the same section of the Union, literally dot- 
ting the Ohio and Mississippi with these establish- 


‘| ments. He would submit that the adoption of the 
Mr. Frencn’s amendment was then agreed to. | 


amendment would be exceedingly unjust to the other 


, ) || parts of the Union. I have already stated that there 
for the completion of the marine hospitals at Lou- | 


_isville, Pittsburg, and Cleveland, each, $10,000; | recently constructed, along the seacoast, from Maine 


are only four, including the one in North Carolina, 


to Georgia, inclusive. There are none at Port- 
land, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wil- 
mington, Savannah—not to mention several other 
towns on the Adantic which have equal claims 
upon the Government with any of those named in 
the amendment. If these hospitals are considered 
the better plan for providing for the temporary re- 
| lief of sick and disabled seamen, some system 


| commenced. The title to the ground at Paducah, |} should be observed in the establishment having 
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reference to the claims of the several towns and 
she different sections of the Union. He could not, 
however, enlarge on this point. There was an- 
other which he would simply bring to the notice 
of the committee; and that was, that the establish- 
ment of these hospitals by the F ederal Government 
was at least of doubtful policy. W ithout saying 
anything about the increase of Executive patron- 
aze which they would necessarily bring with them, 
he thought, from some statistical statements on the 
subject before him, it might well be questioned 
whether the seamen could nut be provided for with 
as much comfort and more economy in private 
poarding-houses, or in institutions belonging to the 
States or to the corporate cities and towns, than in 
those which may be established by the General 
Government. [Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to amend 
the amendment by adding ‘* For the construction 
of a marine hospital at Napoleon, Arkansas, on 
the site now selected and purchased, so soon as 
the title is perfected, $10,000.”’ 

He explained that this hospital stood on the 
same ground as the others which were provided 
for, being one of the seven authorized by the act 
of Congress; that the site had been selected and 
purchased, and that the title was in fact perfected, 
and all that was lacking was that the papers should | 
be returned from the district attorney of Arkansas. 
He therefore asked that the amendment be adopted. 

Mr. HUNT concurred with Mr. Jonnson that || 


this hospital at Napoleon was one of the seven || 


authorized by the act of 1842, and stood on the 
same footing with the others, except that on appli- | 
cation to the War Department the Committee on | 
Commerce had ascertained that the title was not 
perfect; if ithad been, they would have included it. 


THE C 


| more than one-quarter of the vessels to which 
| spirits were furnished. 


| ployed were furnished spirits. 
, the navy was only some 8,000 or 9,000 men, to 
' whom, old and young, except boys, these rations 





In the coasting trade also, 
where there were some 70,000 seamen employed, 
a very small portion of them received spirits; and, 
as was testified by the gentleman from Massa- 


_chusetts (Mr. Grinnewv} last year, and as was 


generally known, in the whaling business not 
more than one-tenth of the 19,500 seamea em- 
The number in 


were regularly furnished every day, unless the | 
individuals chose to give them up. He referred 
to the testimony on the subject as furnishing 
abundant evidence that the furnishing of liquor to 
the seamen was the cause of a large proporuon of 
the shipwrecks, offences which required punish- 


;ment by whipping, and various disasters which 


| happened on board vessels at sea, and read par- 





For himself, he was entirely willing that the ap- 
propriation should be made on the conditions pre- 
scribed by the gentleman from Arkansas. He hoped 
it would be agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. Jounson to the amend- 
ment was adopted, and the amendment of Mr. 
Dencan, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNT moved an amendment to the item 
for Norfolk of $1,600 for necessary repairs of the 
marine hospital at that place. Agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved anamendmentto repeal the | 
fourth section of the act of March 3, 1845, making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year | 
ending 30th June, 1846. 

[The proviso proposed to be repealed was sub- 
sequently read, and provides that no more than one 
hundred and eighty passed midshipmen, and those 
senior in rank, shall, at the same time, receive the 
pay fixed by law for that class of officers. ] 

Mr. W. briefly explained the necessity for the 
amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a verbal amendment to the 
amendment, and advocated the insertion of a pro- 
vision to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
fill certain vacancies which now existed within the | 
number prescribed by law. Having concluded, he 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. POLLOCK renewed the amendment of Mr. 
Barty, to enable him to say a word, (after which | 
he withdrew it.) He inquired whether, if this | 
provision of the law of 1842 was repealed, the Sec- 
retary of the Navy would not be authorized to 
appoint more than one hundred and eighty passed 
midshipmen? 

Mr. BAYLY did not so understand it. 

Mr. McKAY asked what was the use then of 
repealing the law? 

Mr. POLLOCK said, if the repeal of this law 
ei give the Secretary power to fill the 
vacancies, he would vote for it; but if its effect 
would be to authorize him to appoint ad libitum, 
he was opposed to it. 

The amendment of Mr. Wurre was then reject- 
ed: Ayes 47, noes 70. 


THE SPIRIT RATION. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved an 
amendment providing for the abolition of the spirit 
ration in the navy and in the marine service, and 
for the payment of six cents in lieu thereof to each 
person entitled to receive the same. He consid- 
cred it a matter of very great importance that the 
Spirit ration should be abolished in the navy. In 
no other department of the Government were they 
retained; they had been abolished in the army; 
and in addition, in the merchant service, where 





| law. 





ticularly from Dr. Foltz and other physicians in 
the navy sustaining this opinion; and to the recog- 
nition of this fact by business men in insuring 
vessels which carried no liquor at a less rate than 
others. In these views he but expressed the 
opinion of the chairman of the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs and of the majority of that committee, 


| who hoped the spirit ration would be given up. 


He hoped the amendment would be adopted. 
Mr. MURPHY moved to add to the amend- 


ment a provision that no officer or other person on 
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spend for liquor as they now had. Let the House 
abolish the ration if they pleased, and make an 
equivalent in money; but he trusted they were not 
prepared to allow six times as much as it now 
cost. 

In conclusion, he moved a new amendment to 
the amendment, providing chat no officer in the 
navy or marine corps should receive the commu- 
tation, and reducing the commutation to two cents. 

Mr. ROCKWELL accepted the first branch of 
the amendment to the amendment, and modified 
his proposition accordingly. 

The question being taken on the last branch of 
Mr. McKavy’s amendment, viz: to reduce the com- 
mutation to two cents, it was rejected. 

Mr. DUER (upon an amendment moved and 
subsequently withdrawn) said the argument of his 
colleague [Mr. Murpny] might be a sound one, 
but it appeared to him he did not apply it correctly 
in this case. He understood the gentleman to say 
that legislation on this subject was improper, and 


| that it should be left to moral suasion; that he was 


opposed to laws prohibiting persons from drinking. 
He asked his colleague, then, if he was not equally 


opposed to laws encouraging drinking, and whether 


board should have or take on board a ship any | 


wine or other liquor. 
He said he was a friend to temperance. 


He 1 


believed the greatest curse to the human family— | 


sailors and all classes—was the use of.grog; but 
he believed also that this evil was to be eradicated, 
not by law, but by moral suasion. In different 


| parts of the country, in his own State for one, ef- 
| forts had been made by law to abolish the drink- 


ing of liquor; but they had been a failure, and in 
his State they had been compelled to repeal the 


1} 


this was not a proposition to repeal a law which 
encouraged drinking by furnishing the sailors 
liquor? He thought the gentleman’s principle 
would equally hold him to oppose one species of 
legislation as the other—the legislation that pro- 
hibited, or that encouraged drinking. The ques- 
tion was, whether this Government should tempt 
Jack to drink: we all knew his disposition, his 
habits that way; the question was, whether the 
Government would furnish rations endorsing the 
habit. He did not believe sailors would drink 
more, even if they commuted with them six cents. 
They might get drunk occasionally when they 
went on shore, but their habits were such that they 
would not procure liquor in large quantities and 





| carry on board the ships, (even if they were al- 


He would give to Jack the same liberty of | 


choice, to drink or not, that he would to any other | 


'man. He had no objection to provide that he 


might commute if he chose; but if he did not 
choose to commute, he should be at liberty to drink. 
The only difficulty perhaps was, that the Govern- 
ment furnished bad liquor. [A laugh.] He had 
visited several ships within a few days; he had 


conversed with the officers in relation to this mat- | 


ter; all of whom said, give the sailor liberty to 
drink or not, to commute or not, as he chooses, 
but do not, as you value the navy, abolish it alto- 
gether. 
it, who expected to have it; and, in his opinion, 


lowed ;) and the habits of temperance they would 
acquire by being without liquor would indispose 
them to drink on shore. He believed this propo- 
sition an important one, and hoped it would be 
adopted. 

Mr. MURPHY moved another amendment, 
(and subsequently withdrew it.) He was glad the 
fouse had adopted his amendment to the amend- 
ment. He thought they had declared by their 


| vote, that in their opinion it was quite as important 


There were men who were habituated to | 


| 


there were men? able bodied men whom we had | 
in the navy under the present regulation, whom | 


we could not keep if the ration was abolished. 


We must take men as they are, with their present | 


habits, and give them the liberty of choice. 

The amendment of Mr. Murpny to the amend- 
ment was agreed to—the vote being taken by tel- 
lers: Ayes 80, noes not counted. 

The question recurred on the amendment as 
amended. 

Mr. BAYLY (upon an amendment moved for 
the purpose and withdrawn) said that, in his opin- 
ion, the effect of the amendment as it stood was to 
increase drinking among sailors. He would tell 
them how: The spirit ration cost about two cents 


to have temperate officers as temperate seamen. In 
his opinion it was more so. 


But he wished to answer his colleague. He 


| (Mr. M.] said, that by leaving the provision as it 


now stood, allowing the seamen their grog or not, 
they left him a free agent; but when they abolished 
the ration altogether, they took from him free voli- 


| tion, and restricted him to living without drink— 


t they took it from on board, and said he should not 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| have it. Therefore, he reiterated his position, that 
| they left him a voluntary agent, open to moral 
| suasion, under the provision as it now stood. 
| Mr. SAWYER moved an amendment to the 
| amendment, to declare that corporal punishment 
| by whipping is abolished in the navy of the Uni- 
| ted States. 

Mr. VINTON raised a question of order against 


|| the amendment, on the ground that it proposed 


for each sailor; they proposed to give him six in | 


lieu of it, so that he would get money enough to 
buy three drinks instead of one—it would enable 
him to drink more liquor, and have sugar in it, 
without any expense to him. 


Mr. McKAY (speaking in like manner) said this || 


same subject was before the House at the last ses- | 
sion, on the motion of the gentleman from Cunnec- | 
ticut, and a provision was then adopted, and was | 


now the law of the land, by which every seaman 


was authorized to commute his spirit rations and | 


was allowed three cents. This House agreed to 


allow six cents, but the matter was settled by com- || 


romise between the two Houses at three cents. 


he gentleman from Virginia said the ration cost | 
overnment two cents: that was one hundred | 


the 
per cent. too much—it cost less than a cent, as any- 
body could see from reckoning, whiskey being 
purchased at twenty-six cents a gallon. 

His friend from 
so far from the provision, if adopted, having a tend- 
ency to reform our seamen, it would actually give 
them a larger fund when they got ashore to drink 


there were some 60,000 seamen, there were not || upon; it would give them six times as much to 


irginia had well observed that | 


' 


| 
i 


| legislation in an appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that his individual 
| opinion was, that the amendment was not in order 
| for the reason stated; but, inasmuch as there were 
various precedents to the contrary, (several of 
which he read,) he felt constrained to overrule the 
point of order, and submit the amendment to the 
committee. 

Mr. VINTON remarking that he did not think 
the cases read ap>licable to the present; that he 
was well satisfied that they could never get through 
their business unless they confined themselves to 
| the rules of the House; and that the Cai an- 
nounced that the decision was against his own 
opinion, appealed. 

The question being taken by tellers on the ap- 
peal, the decision was sustained—ayes 67, noes 54. 

Mr. SAWYER was aware there were objec- 
tions to this proposition, but he still believed it to 
be right, and therefore he would not give it up. He 
believed when these amendments heath become 
the law, the officers would be curtailed of some of 
their privileges; they would not then so often get 
drunk, and offences by the seamen would be less 
‘frequent. He believed another thing, and that 
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was, that no man had the right to exercise the 
lash on the back of the seamen and marines. He 
believed they were created for a different purpose. 
He also believed that the whipping was generally 
done by drunken officers. He had been asked how 
he would regulate the navy without corporal pun- 
ishment? to which he replied, by moral suasion, 


He would act in such cases as in other affairs of life. || 


Ifa sailor behaved himself badly, discharge him. 
Or, as an inducement to good conduet, higher 


wages might be paid to him, but the barbarous | 
practice of lashing the sailor’s back he could not tol- 
erate. It was barbarous, and ought to be abolished, | 


Whipping for crimes was formerly in force in 


many of the States of this Union, but the moral | 


sense of the community had abolished it, and he 
saw not whiy it should not be abolished also in 
There was an evident deter- 
to continue the 


relation to seamen. 


et 
mination with some gentiemen 


spirit rations, Which were an inducement and a | 
temptation to get drunk, and then, for what the | 
suilors did while under the influence of liquor, they | 


were tied up at the gangway, and flogged to the 
amount of 50 or 100 lashes. He would diminish 


the vreat moving cause of offence, and he would | 


abolish cruel and degrading punishments, which, 
with all propriety, could be abolished, and he was 


satished this amendment would meet with the ap- 


probation of their constituents. 


Mr. NICOLL sugvested some modification of 


the amendment, for he supposed the gentleman 
from Olio did not intend that there should be no 
punishment whatever in the naval service. 

After 
and VENABLE, the amendment to the amend- 
ment was declared to be agreed to. 

Mr. 1. B. KING called for a division on the 
adoption of the amendment to the amendment, 
and he called upon the committee to reject it. 

The vote was again taken by Messrs. McLane 
and Poxtock, tellers, and it was agreed to—63 
voting in the affirmative, the negative not counted, 

Mr. McKAY called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact that the existing law on the 


statute-book made provision for the commutation | 


of the spirit ration, 


‘The question being on the amendment as amend- | 


ed — 


nae. 2 4, 


ment by whipping, they would seriously tjure the 
discipline of the service, in which there was already 
a tendency to produce too much laxity. Disei- 
ine was essential. 
ring up men to the cannon’s mouth without dis- 
cipline? 
death itself, or the service would suffer material 
injury. With respect to the spirit ration, he 
should be glad to see some substitute adupted— 
something that would induce the sailor to retuse it 
and prevent its becoming a habit with the lands- 
men and boys from the time they enter upon the 
service, 
which he had some instrumentality, the use of the 
spirit ration had been reduced about one-half, and 
he should be giad to see it entirely abolished, and 
some suitable commutation established; but it was 
not the proper way of doing it by proposing these 
amendments to this bill, and he hoped they would 
be abandoned. If they were not withdrawn, and 
if they should be adopted, they would render the 


service ridiculous, and would seriously affect its | 


eficiney. He withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. VINTON renewed the amendment, for the 
purpose of obtaining the opportunity of saying to | 
the committee, that under the practice which it | 


seemed was now about to grow up in the com- 
mittee, it was to him very apparent that the ap- 
propriation bills could not be passed within any 
reasonable time, so as to meet the exigencies of the 
Government. ‘The rules of the House were in- 
tended to prevent this kind of general legislation, 
It was intended to do this, in the first place, be- 
cause the appropriation bills must pass. No mat- 
ter what general laws they incorporated into these 
bills by way of amendment, they must pass, and 
that was the objection which he had to this mode 
of general legislation, ‘Then again, the general 


pohey of the Government should be settled by the 
careful examination of committees; and yet here, 


TH 


7 





a few words from Messrs. ATKINSON | 





KING moved an amendment to en- | 
able him to say that if this House should adopta | 
provision whereby they would prohibit any officer | 
from drinking wine on board a ship, they would | 
make themselves a laughing-stock to the world; | 
and if they absolutely abolished corporal punish- | 


He inquired if they could | 


No, there must be discipline as stern as | 





By the act of 1842, in the passage of 














-under the operation of the five-minutes rule, a 
|| gentleman rose and moved an amendment to alter 
|| the general laws of the land, without the examina- 
i uon of a committee, without a report upon its 
| merits, without a statement of the facts upon 


which it was based, for they could not be stated 
in five minutes; and, m short, without any con- 
sideration, such an amendment was to be thrust 
into a bill which must go through and become a 
law. If this practice was to prevail, the appro- 
priation bills never would be got through. ‘They 


had had before them tor three or four months the | 


appropriation bills, and they were not half passed. 
‘They were now within two or three weeks of the 
close of the fiscal year, when the Government 


| would require the appropriations which these bills 
| would make, and, after they passed this House, 


they would have to go to the Senate to be acted 
upon by that body. He appealed, therefore, to 
his friends on that side of the House, who were 
in the majority, and responsible for the despatch 
of business, and for providing the ways and means 
for the operations of the Government, to stand by 
bills, and see them carried through. If this prac- 
lice was lo prevail, it would be impossible to carry 
through these bills without resorung to the prac- 


) uce which prevailed when he first came to this 
House, and that was, to sit a bill out. [‘* Agreed! | 
He called upon his friends to sit out | 


agreed !’’} 
this bill, [Renewed cries of **Agreed!”] He 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, (having 
moved an amendment,) said that gentlemen stated 
that at some future ume they might make the 


changes in the regulations of the service which had | 


* iL 5 
been suggested; but why not doit now? It was 
the opmion of surgeons in the naval service, and 


| some of our best officers, that the spirit ration | 
They say, further, | 
that the spirit ration is the cause of the greater 


could be dispensed with now, 


part of the punisiiments of which gentlemen had 
spoken. He had never seen a surgeon in the navy 
who had not recommended the abolition of it; and 
he could not but wonder that gentlemen here should 
suy thatif the seamen were not allowed these spirit 
rations, they would get worse habits. It is well 


known that the habits of the sailor were formed | 


But 


by this daily administering to those habits. 


if these rauons were given up, temperance on board | 


of our ships would be securcd. To guide us in this 
matter, we had the experience of another branch, 


We had but from eight thousand to nine thousand | 
seamen in the United States navy, whereas there | 
were from one hundred thousand to two hundred | 
| thousand in other branches of the marine service. | 


He alluded to the merchant ships, coasting vessels, 
whalers, &c., in nine-tenths of which no ardent 
spirits were allowed. He urged, then, on the com- 
mittee to pass no laws by which the cup would be 
lifted to the mouth of the seamen. He wished not 


lo resort to coercion to secure sobriety, but he || 
was equally desirous that there should be no coer- | 
The voice of humanity | 
_ appealed to them to act at once on this matter. 
| The good of the service and the welfare of the 
| men required it; and he hoped they should not be | 


cion in the use of spirits, 


diverted from their purpose by a sneer, nor permit 


the loss of the amendment by loading it down with | 
) amendments which certainly would not improve 


it, 
Mr. ROOT (who had also obtained an opportu- 


| nity to speak by moving an amendment, which he || 


withdrew when he finished) said they had heard 
an earnest appeal from the chairman of the Naval 
Committee [Mr. Kine] not to make the reforms 
which some of them contemplated, and he told 
them further that if they would refer to the officers 
of the navy, they would learn that the use of the 
**cat’’ was indispensable, especially in bringing up 
the men to fight. Now, as to the kind of courage 
which the ** cat’? would infuse into a man, or the 


operation of whipping insubordination out of a | 


man, he would onty say that it would be better to 


dispense with such a system altogether, or to dis- | 


pense with the persons who could not get along 
without it, 


and ihe abolition of that punishment then, like the 
abolition of flogging in the navy now, he had no 


| doubt met with many opposers who deemed it in- | 


dispensable. Again, it was no very distant day 


| Since whipping tor crime was a common punish- 


ment in many of the States, It was doubtless 
deemed indispensable when it was practised, but, 
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Gentlemen would recollect that the | 
time had been when * witches”’ were put to death, | 








thank God, it was now abolished; and he hoped 
they would take from commanding officers and all 
= ' 
| the other officers the power to administer corporal 
- € 
punishment to the men under their command. He 
hoped the *‘adjutant’s daughter” would be turned 
out of the service, for we could well dispeuse with 
her. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired what substitute for 
corporal punishment his colleague would propose ? 

Mr. ROOT replied that he would leave that to 
the ingenuity of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr 
Scnenck;] but if no punishment in lieu of so bur. 
barous a practice could be found, in God's name 
do not, at this period of the world, permit a lowe 
to exist which would authorize any petty tyrant to 
tie up God’s image, and whip him for * tie rood 
of the service.”” He hoped the practice would be 
abolished forever. Asto what his colleague {My 
Vinton] had said about introducing general levis. 
lation into appropriation bills, he would only sa 
that he fully concurred with that gentleman; but 
here was a proposition before the committee, and hie 
meet the commiitee would sustain it. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend by inserting 
the words, “‘ and that it shall not be lawful for any 
‘commander to shorten sail in a storm without 
‘first piping all hands on deck, and taking a vote 
‘of the ship’s company.’’ He said that gentlemen 
had spoken much of petty tyranny in this House 
who could not by any possibility have seen that 
of which they spoke; and yet they now sought, by 
amendments to an appropriation bill, to make es- 
sential and radical changes in the whole discipline 
of the navy without being able’to suggest any sub- 
stitute for that with which they were disposed to 
dispense. In the States they might abolish the 
whipping-post, and they might resort to confine- 
ment in prison, but what jacktar in a hundred was 
there that would not give a blessing to the man 
who should give him an exemption from work by 
confining him on board of ship? It was suggested 
that the sailor in confinement might be s‘arved in- 
stead of whipped; but he saw not why * God’s 
image’’ should be punished inwardly more than 
outwardly. Gentlemen talked of punishment being 
inflicted by petty officers in the service; but gentle- 
men were evidently not aware that a single blow 
could not be struck without an appeal to the com- 
manding officer of the vessel, and an officer who 
| should do so would be liable to a ‘trial by court 
martial. Gentlemen should bear in mind that 
when they sent a ship to sea, they sent but eight, 
ten, fifteen, or twenty officers to command eight 
hundred or a thousand men, amongst whom there 
were many turbulent spirits, who, without strict 
discipline, might turn upon their officers, and ren- 
| der the service uselexs. From a petition signed by 
| the seamen and boys on board the steamship 
Union, he found that in the navy itself there was 
an opinion against the abolition of corporal pun- 
ishment. This was the opinion of all gentlemen 
who had had much experience in naval affairs. 

This whole subject of abolishing corporal pun- 
ishment in the navy had been referred to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy by this House in the 28th 
Congress, and his opinion asked as to any possi- 
ble substitute, and he had reported “ that it could 
* not be dispensed with on shipboard without in- 
‘jury to the discipline of the service, and endan- 
* gering the safety of our ships of war.” 

The Secretary’s report was in these terms: 

Navy DerartMent, Felruary 24, 1545. 

| Srr: In obedience to a resolution, requesting “ the Secre- 

* tary of the Navy to report to the House of Representatives 
‘ what substitute, if any, can be made for the present mode 
‘ of corporal punishment in the navy, without endangering 
‘ the discipline of the service,” T have the honor to report: 
That the subject bas engaged my most anxious attention, 
| and that Lam not aware of any mode of punishment that 
can be substituted by which the authority, as now conferred 
by law, to inflict corporal punishment, is to be wholly 
superseded, without serious injury to the discipline and 
efficiency of the service. In the present state of the law, 
corporal punishment cannot be inflicted except by order 
of the cominanding officer, on his responsibility ; he cannot 
inflict more than twelve lashes; a court-martial, for an 
offence not capital, cannot exceed ove hundred lashes. This 
power of the commander cannot be delegated to his subor- 
dinates; and, by a regulation of the department, quarterly 
returns are required from every ship in commission, showing 
the offences, the punishments, and by whose order they are 
inflicted. These reports are carefully examined, and it has 
afforded me much satisfaction to perceive that in some of 
our public vessels punishments are very rarely resorted lo. 

In considering the imporjant inquiry presented by the 
resolution of the House of Representatives, we should a 
|| fail to direct attention to the light in which such oe eg 
| punishment is regarded by those who are subjret to it. 
|| confidently believe that it is not regarded as a personal deg- 
|| radation by the great body of seamen in the navy, but that 
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wy con-ider iLas necessary to preserve discipline, to ensure 
Mey fet) of the ship, and to secure a faithful performance 
o jaty by all hands on board. To their minds it is far less 
Og than a system of punishment by confinement, or by 


ous . . 
- yse of symbols or dresses exposing them to ridicule. 


q sanguinary code, by which punishments affecting life or 
ib, tor patty offences constantly occurring on shipboard, 
which cannot be passed over with impunity, would be re- 
-oiting to humanity in this enlightened age, and would be 
oad and unjust to the brave and ineritorious but thoughtless 

en who would suffer under its operation. It is true that 
oe infliction of corporal punishmentis revolting to the great 
ae of the American people ; and it is because of this gen- 
eral feeling that it might be dispensed with on the shore 
stauions within the United States, where citizens are fre- 
quently employed. This, I think, might be advantageously 
done bya regulation of the department ; but I feel constrained 
toexpress the opinion that it cannot be dispensed with on | 
shipboard without injury to the discipline of the service, en- | 
dangering the safety of our ships of war, and making nece-sa- 
rya system of punishments far more oppressive and eruel to 
those in whose behalf sympathy has suggested the modifica- 

mn. 
: 1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, J. Y. MASON, 


The question was then taken on Mr. Scuenck’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. DUER (who offered an amendment, and | 
who was frequently called to order during his re- 
marks for irrelevancy) said, he appreciated the 
difficulties which were in the way of abolishing 
corporal punishment in the navy; and yet he hoped 
that our seamen were not to be eternally treated 
like brutes. There might be difficulties, but was 
it impossible to dispense with whipping? Were 
we forever to continue this practice? If seamen 
had been a degraded class, that was no reason why 


they should be forever whipped; and, as it was | 


evident the practice must be abolished, he saw no | 
reason why they should not begin now. When 
they treated sailors like men, they would have them 
a higher class than they were now. Why could | 
not other punishments be substituted? Gentlemen | 
jaughed at the idea of starving men; but he thought 


they might be put on short allowance as a punish- || 


ment, which would not make them feel that sense 
of degradation which was consequent on whipping. 
There was no class of men that made such good 
sailors and soldiers as the Americans, and the rea- | 


son was, because they were freemen; men who || 


exercised their reason, and saw the necessity of | 


things. Hence they would submit to discipline. || 


Abolish degrading punishments, and the character | 
of our sailors would improve. Whipping was the 
punishment of slaves, and not of freemen. They 
might subdue a man’s spirit by putting him on 


short allowance, but they would sink him into | 


degradation and not subdue his spirit by whipping. 
Whip him, and he became more stubborn than 
before. Such was the character of the men. He 
thought naval officers were not the men from whom 
counsel should be taken on this subject. How 
many lawyers were there to be found in favor of 
reforming the practice of the courts, and how 
many doctors to change medical practice? 
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commission of three or more coinpetent persons shall be ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Navy, to examine into the 
facts, and report the same, with their opinion, for the further 
action of Cougress. 

Mr. STEPHENS rose to a question of order, 
and maintained that the amendment was irrele- 
vant. 

The CHAIR sustained the point of order, and 
the amendment was not received. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

And that the Secretary of the Navy, with the approba- 
tion of the President of tie United States, is hereby required 
to establish, in lieu thereof, a system of rules and regulations 
for the punishment of offences committed by seamen in the 
navy, as shall be mos-tlikely to secure proper discipline, and 
at the same tine be more iu accordance with the principles 
of enlightened humanity and legislation ; and that the same 
be published to every ship’s crew monthly. 

Mr. VINTON said this amendment was liable 
to the same objection as the last. 

Some conversation ensued on its relevancy, but 
the chairman decided that it was in order. ~ 

Mr. BROWN, in advocating his amendment, 

| said the seamen should be as much under the pro- 
| tection of laws on sea as on Jand; and that it should 
| not be left to any officer to say what kind of pun- 
| ishment should be inflicted, and for what offences. 
He hoped they should get rid of the punishment of 
whipping, and he had no doubt that then they 
should obtain a higher class of men for the naval 
service. Whipping had been abolished in the land 
service, and there was no good reason why it should 
| be continued atsea. It had been abolished in many 
of the States as a punishment for crime, and it was 
not tolerated in even many district schools. 

| Mr. LEVIN moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. VINTON hoped the committee*would not 
rise. He hoped they would stay here until to- 
morrow morning, if they could not pass this bill in 

| less time. 

The committee refused to rise, and then it reject- 
| ed the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsy!l- 
| vania, (Mr. Brown. ] 


(| Mr. CATHCART offered an amendment to ob- 


| tain an opportunity to say that he trusted in God 
the committee would come up to the spirit of the 
| age, and abolish the degrading punishment of whip- 
ping. He spoke during his five minutes in the 


| as amended— 


amended by inserting *‘ except ior medicinal pur- 
| poses.” 

| Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the word ‘“‘ma- 
rines,’’ because they were ona different footing, 
|| and under different regulations from the sailors, 
|| they constituting, in fact, buta portion of the army 
| serving on shipboard. And if the marines were 


| allowed six cents commutation, Congress would 





The allotted five minutes expired, and the gen- 
tleman withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. MORSE, of Louisiana, offered an amend- | 


ment providing that sailors should be reprimanded 
by the commander of the ship for offences com- 
mitted, 

He said it seemed the discipline of the navy was 
to be set aside without discussion or consideration; 


and hence he had submiited an amendment which | 
he thought was requisite, no substitute for the pun- | 


ishment to be abolished having been suggested 
hitherto. He objected to the sickly sentimentality 
which had been exhibited here to-day by gentle- 
men who knew nothing of the discipline of the 
navy, but who, nevertheless, undertook to make 
laws for its government. If it were true that the 
povaionees of flogging ought to be abolished, let it 

e referred to a committee, and be considered by 
men who had devoted some time to the considera- 
tion of that subject, and who would be able to 
report a pone measure to effect the purpose con- 
templated without injury to the service. He said 
he had lived on the seaboard, and knew something 
of the subject, and he never knew an experienced 
man who, on sober second thought, did not sa 
such punishment was necessary; and even the sail- 
ors submitted to it with a consciousness that it was 
the only way by which discipline could be pre- 
Served, He went onto show that ships could only 
be governed by a despotism, and that disobedience 
Must meet with prompt punishment; and then he 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MURPHY offered the following amendment: 


Provided, however, before flogging shall be abolished, a 


|. soon have to make a similar regulation throughout 
|| the army. ‘ 
Mr. McKay’s motion was not agreed to. 


_of order, the question was loudly demanded. 

|| The vote on the amendment as amended was 
|| decided, on a count by tellers, in the negative— 
ayes 5], noes 72. 

Mr. ROCKWELL proposed the following 
amendment: 

That, in lieu of the spirit ration now allowed in the navy 
and marine service, such mariners and marines as shouid 
elect to do so might receive six cents per dic. 

The amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. ROCKWELL remonstrated, and finally 
| appealed; but the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained. 

Mr. CATHCART moved to amend by pro- 





ished in the naval service. 

It was ruled out of order; and, on Mr. Catu- 
cart’s appeal, the Chair was again sustained. 

Mr. SAWYER proposed to strike out from the 
list of miscellaneous items of appropriation that 
for the purchase of ‘* musical instruments.’” As 
drums and fifes had been already enumerated, 
these must mean the bugles and horns which were 
used in our concerts at the Capitol and President’s 
House, prepared to tickle the ears of the dandies 
and exquisites who resorted there. : 

[A voice: ‘* Don’t you attend there, sometimes, 
yourself ?’’) wr 

No; | don’t grace such exhibitions with my 
presence. [A laugh.) Now, at home, his con- 





eT 


|| expression of his opposition to the punishment of || 
|| whipping, and then withdrew his amendment. 
| The question now recurring on the amendment | 


| On motion of Mr. RUMSEY, it was further 


| Several motions to amend having been ruled out | 


viding that corporal punishment should be abol- | 
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stituents, when they wished for music, expected 
to pay for it out of their own pockets, not at the 
expense of the public. But here Congress was 
called on to pay for horns and bugles, and things 
like pot-lids, which a fellow rattled together. 
{Laughter.} No such instruments were used on 
board our ships of war; they were reserved for 
the ears of our Washington exquisites. These 
things had cost the Government already (rom four 
to eight thousand dollars. 

The amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, an amendment 
was inserted for the relief and protection of Ameri- 
can seamen in foreign countries, $20,000; and the 
second and last section of the bill, the necessity 
for which was superseded by the ending of the 
war, was stricken out. 

Mr. WHITE offered an amendment authori- 
zing the Secretary of the Treasury to contract 
for the masonry or other parts of construction of 
a dry dock at Brooklyn, New York; but before 

| any decision was had on it 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. VINTON moved to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union from 
the bill making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending June 30, 1849. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved that the House 
do now adjourn; decided in the negative—yeas 60, 
nays 67. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. Ayes 58 

| ‘The yeas and nays were called for, but refused 
by the House. 

Mr. BAYLY moved an adjournment of the 

|| House. Agreed to. 
And the House accordingly adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 14, 1848. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from Daniel G. 
| Garnsey, an officer in the late war with Great 
| Britain, asking compensation for military services; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition from citizens 
of Michigan, asking that Mount Vernon may be 
purchased by the General Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON desired to submit a joint resolu- 
tion, and asked the unanimous consent of the 
Senate, intimating his intention to call it up for 
consideration to-morrow, after it had been printed. 
The consent having been granted, Mr. B. submit- 

| ted— 

A JOINT RESOLUTION to regulate the discharge and 
payment of the temporary troops returning from the Mex- 
ican war. 

Be it resolved, &c., That, on the restoration of peace with 
| Mexico, by a treaty of peace duly ratified and proclaimed, 
|| all the military forces of the United States, whether volun- 

\| teers, regulars, or the marine corps, who by law or the terms 

of their engagements, are to be discharged at the close of 

| the war, shall, under the direction of the President of the 
| United States, be transported or marched, with the least 
| practicable delay, to such posts or places in the United States 
| as nay be least expensive, and may be most convenient to 
| the troops; and at such places they shall be discharged froin 

the service of the United States; and that, until they shall 

'| respectively reach such places and be discharged, the offi- 

|| cersand men shall be considered, paid, and treated as in the 
service of the United States, :n the same maaner as if the 
war had not closed. 


| The resolution was read twice and ordered to 
1 


be printed. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
| Finance, reported House bill making appropria- 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department 
| for the year ending June 30, 1849, with an amend- 
_ment. The amendment consists of striking out 
$540,000, and inserting $495,000, and also inserting 


‘* for transportation of the mail between Charies- 


| ton, South Carolina, and Havana, under the con- 
|| tract made with M. C. Mordecai, $45,000.” 
Also, from the same committee, House bill 
] making appropriations for the payment of revolu- 
i tionary and other pensions of the United States for 
the year ending San 30, 1849, without atmend- 
Also, from the same committee, asking to be 
} discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of John Golden in relation to his dis- 
| coveries in finance. 
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Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following House bills without 
amendment: 

An act for the relief of Philip J. Fontain. 

An act for the relief of the owners of the Span- 
ish brig Resiaurador. , 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 


TH 


Affairs, reported House bill for the relief of Robert | 


Ramsay, without amendment. 

Mr. JOHLINSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported the following House 
bills, without amendment: ; 

An act for the relief of Artemas Conant. 

An act for the relief of Jesse Washington Jack- 
son. 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Sheflett. 

An act for the relief of Hugh Riddle. 

Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of House bill for the relief of William Tee, of 
Portsmouth, Virginia, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on House bills for the relief 


of Sarah Wood and for the relief of Daniel H. | 


Warren. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back, with an amendment, 
the following bill; ‘An act to provide for the pay- 
ment of horses and other property lost or destroyed 
in the military service of the United States,” ap- 
proved 18th January, 1827, and the acts approved 
14th February, 1837, and August 23, 1842, amend- 
atory of the same. 

Mr. B. asked that the bill might be considered 
at once, which was agreed to; and, after the amend- 
ment was explained, it was agreed to, and the bill 
read a third time, and passed, 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the joint resolution from the 
House providing for the payment of the Texas 
troops called out by order of Colonel Curtis, with 
an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the bill and amend- 
ment were considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and, after having been explained, the amendment 
was agreed to, and the bill was read a third time, 
and passed, 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the bill for the 
relief of John R. Bryan. 

Mr. BADGER called up the following resolution 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 


— copies of Executive document No, 60 of the House of 


Representatives of the present session, for the use of the 


Senate, without the Mexican war correspondence. 


Mr. B. moved to fillthe blank with 10,000 copies. 


Mr. NILES inquired as to the extent of the | 


correspondence embraced in this document, 

Mr. WESTCOTT and Mr. MANGUM said a 
few words, which were almost entirely inaudible 
in the gallery. ‘They were understood to stae 
that the whole of the correspondence, excepting 
such as had been communicated in Executive ses- 
sion, was contained in it. 

With the consent of Mr. BADGER, the resolu- 
tion was laid over by common consent. 

Mr. BREESE called for the special order, being 
the bill to establish a ‘Territorial Government in 
Oregon. 

Mr. ATHERTON inquired if the Indian appro- 
priation bill had not the precedence? 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. decided that it had. 

Mr. BREESE then moved to postpone the con- 
sideration of the Indian appropriation bill, or to 
pass it by. 

Mr. ATHERTON expressed the hope that the 
bill would not be passed by, but that an hour 
would be appropriated to its consideration. 

Mr. DAYTON hoped the Senate would first 
dispose of the Indian appropriation bill, which at 
present blocked up the way. 

Mr. BREESE suggested that the Indian appro- 
priation bill might occupy the Senate a day, or 
perhaps a week. ‘The subject of the special order 
had been brought to the attention of the Senate by 
a message from the President of the United States, 
and he hoped it would be taken up, 

The question was then taken by ayes and noes 
and decided in the negative: Ayes 14, noes 19. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WESTCOTT, 
yesterday, instructing the Commitiee on Patents 
to inquire into the propriety of paying Mr. Fleisch- 


’ 

























| mann for certain work prepared by him, was con- | 


sidered and agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration of the Indian appro- 
priation bill, the amendment pending being that 
offered by Mr. Bet in relation to the Cherokee 
Indians. 

Mr. BELL went again into an explanation of 
the grounds on which his amendment was intro- 
duced, reiterating the history of the treaty of New 
Echota, by which five millions was stipulated to 
be paid to the Cherokees for these lands. The 
Senate afterwards determined that the cost of re- 
moval should not be deducted from the five mil- 
lions. ‘The Cherokees residing in North Carolina 
became dissatisfied, because, although equally en- 
titled with the treaty party, they had not received 
their quota of the amount of the appropriation for 


removal and subsistence, amounting to $53 33 | 


each. ‘The North Carolina Indians were no par- 
lies to the treaty, yet their land was sold from 
them, and they were compelled to purchase other 
lands of the Government at the minimum price. 


‘The treaty gave them a right to what they claim, | 
although they refused to remove to west of the | 


Mississippi. He read extracts from the treaty 
and from other documents, which he relied on as 
sustaining the claim. The instructions of the Uni- 
ted States Government to the commissioners were 
also quoted to the same effect. When the North 


/ Carolina Indians asked the commissioner why he 


had ceded away their country, and whether they 
were to be entitled to the same advantages as those 
who had agreed to the treaty, he replied that such 
was his construction of the treaty. The vote on 
the ratification of the treaty was very close in the 
Senate. If the construction of the Senator from 
New Hampshire and of the Executive be the cor- 
rect one, the North Carolina Cherokees have lost 
the whole of their lands, and are not to receive a 
cent for them. By making an additional appro- 
priation for the cost of removal and subsistence, 
the Government of the United States admitted that 


| this expense was not to be taken out of the five 


millions Indian fund. In addition tothis, the Gov- 
ernment had pledged itself, two years after the rat- 
ification of the treaty, to pay the whole expenses 
of removal and subsistence. In every view, the 


| claim was equitable, and there was no fund out of 
| which it could be paid. 


Mr. MANGUM considered the argument and 
exposition of the Senator from Tennessee so con- 
clusive, as to require no additional support. He 
appealed to the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Catnouwn] as to the difficulty with which this In- 
dian treaty was ratified. He stated that the vote 


on the ratification was 30 to 15, exactly one ma- || 
He had || 


been induced to give his vote for the ratification, | 


jority in the constitutional construction. 


which he did very reluctantly, knowing before- 
hand that it could not be ratified without his vote, 
and he could have never given his vote for it, had 
he not been satisfied that the true construction was 
that which has been given by the Senator from 
‘Tennessee. 

Mr. CALHOUN recollected the circumstances 
attending the ratification of the treaty generally, 
although he did not remember the particular inci- 


dent alluded to by the Senator from North Caro- |) 


lina. But he had not the least doubt of its entire 
correctness. He had never regarded the treaty as 
a treaty at all. He thought the North Carolina 
Indians had fared very badly. He had been at one 
time opposed to this claim; but the investigation 
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{ 


he had made had much weakened this impression. | 
Sull, he required more light before he could finally | 


make up his mind. 


Mr. MANGUM said the statement of the Sen- || 


| ator from South Carolina was perfectly accurate. 


He had himself felt assured that it was no treaty 
at all, and he had voted for it to save the Chero- 
kees from the sword of Georgia. 

a BERRIEN. ‘ Sword of Georgia!” What 
swordr 

Mr. MANGUM. He meant simply that Geor- 
gia was determined to have the eo 
had intended when he used the expression. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that Georgia looked to the 
United States, regarding herself as entitled to the 


| 
and this he } 
| 


Mr. ATHERTON made some remarks ibsehe 
to what had been said by the Senator from Tp 
nessee, contending that it was designed that <a 
cost of the removal and subsistence should be ao 
out of the five millions fund. He expressed his re 
iness to do justice to these North Carolina Indians. 
provided that the subject was introduced in a sep’ 
arate bill. If he could then discover that the claim 
was just, according to his views, and if these |p. 
dians had been badly treated, he should be disposed 
to vote for it. He desired this claim to be 
out of the bill, because there was a question involy. 
ing the claim pending, which would have to be 
gone into shortly. ‘The other portion of the Cher. 
okees have a memorial before the Senate, praying 
that the whole cost of removal and subsistence 
should be paid out of the United States tr 
and not out of the Indian fund. 

Mr. HALE wished his colleague to say whether 
the Indian Jands had been sold by the United States 

| for above half a million, and ion portion of this 
had been paid to the Cherokees? 

| Mr. ATHERTON was not sufficiently informed 
to reply. 

Mr. HALE had understood that the Cherokees 
had not received a dollar. 

Mr. MANGUM. Nota dollar. 

Mr. BUTLER wished to know how the Cher. 
okees in North Carolina were connected with the 
Georgia Indians? 

Mr. BELL replied that they belonged to the 
same tribe of Indians. He stated that the treaty 
party denied the right of the North Carolina In- 
dians to any portion of the sum appropriated for 
the removal and subsistence of the Cherokees. 

Mr. NILES said the great question before the 
Senate, when the treaty was under consideration, 
was as to the manner in which it was negotiated, 
His opinion, and, he believed, the general sense of 
the Senate, as to the amount given for the lands, 
was that the appropriation was very ample, both 
for the lands and the cost of removal and subsist- 

_ence. But it seems this has been expended in the 
cost of removing and subsisting those who were 
willing to go; so that they who remain get nothing 

for their improvements, while those who have 
gone have homes in the West. He thought it just, 
then, that these North Carolina Indians should be 
oy Again: these North Carolina Indians had 
een no party to the treaty; and if they had re- 
| ceived no advantage from it, he thought they had 
| a strong claim on the Government. He did not, 
| however, regard this as the best form in which the 
| appropriation should be made. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that the North Carolina 
Cherokees were receiving the same as other In- 
dians who remove from other States. If they had 
been deluded, he was willing to pay them, but not 
in this form. These Indians have been paid for 
their improvements. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked if the Senator from New 
_ Hampshire knew that these North Carolina In- 
| dians had received any payments? ; 
| Mr. ATHERTON had so understood it. 

Mr. MANGUM said some of the North Caro- 
lina Indians had received payment for improve- 
ments. 

The debate was still continued by Mr. BER- 
_RIEN, Mr. ATHERTON, Mr. BUTLER, and 
|Mr. WEBSTER; when— 

The question was taken, and decided as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien 
Borland, Butler, Corwin, Downs, Greene, Hale, Johnson of 
| Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, 

Spruance, Underwood, Upham, and Webster—22. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bradbury, Breese, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Felch, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Johnson of Georgia, Mason, Sebastian, Sturgeon, Turncy, 
Westcott, and Yulee—17. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following amendment: 


Be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, by and with the ad- 
| vice and consent of the Senate, to appoint one Superintend- 
ent of Indian Affairs and such number of sub-agents as he 
may deem proper, not exceeding four, for the Indians re- 
siding in the State of Texas, and that the sum of ten thou- 


kept 


easury, 


any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the payment of the salaries of said officers, and to enable 
the President to comply with the treaty entered into by the 
United States with said Indians. 


Mr. RUSK explained his object, which was to 
restrain the vagrant Creeks and Cherokees which 
| were committing outrages on the citizens of Texas. 


lands by cession from the United States. As to | The United States were bound to protect the citi- 


waging war against the poor defenceless Indians, 
Georgia never had such an intention. 


_zens of Texas against the incursions of Indians. 
| Texas suffered no injuries from the Camanches. 


| sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of 
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The only Indians who committed hostilities against 
he Texans were those of the United States. The 
Caddos, Kickapoos, Shawnees, Creeks, Chero- 
kees, Choctaws, and others, are constantly depre- | 
dating on the citizens of Texas. He had once, at 
the head of a military force, pursued the Indians 
over the boundary to Shreveport, in the State of | 
Louisiana, Where he took the Indians, deprived | 
ihem of their arms, and took an engagement from | 
the United States agent there, that they should not 
veturn to Texas. For this he was denounced by 
the Governor of Louisiana, &c.; but these were | 
United States Indians, and he considered himself 
stified in his course, 

Mr. BELL made some objection on the ground 
of the want of authority on the part of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to interfere with the In- 
dians and white settlers on the borders of Texas. | 


ju 


There is no fixed boundary between the Indians || 


and the Texans. It would be necessary to have | 
the assent of Texas. 

Mr. ATCHISON informed the Senator from 
Texas that the subject embraced in his amendment 
had already attracted the attention of the Commit- | 
tee on Indian Affairs, and would not be neglected. | 
The committee knew well the difficulties of the | 


situation in which Texas was placed, and was || 


| 

disposed to give proper consideration to them. He | 

hoped the amendment would not now be pressed. 
After a few words from Mr. WESTCO 

question was taken, and decided as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Benton, Borland, Bradbury, Calhoun, 


Davis of Mississippi, Felch, Hamlin, Mangum, Rusk, Sebas- || 


tian, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, and Westcott—13. 

\AYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Ber- 
rien. Butler, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Downs, Greene, Hale, Hunter, Johnson of Ga., 
Mason, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Spruance, Underwood, and | 
Yulee—23. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN desired a postponement of 
the bill until to-morrow, in order that he might 
submit an amendment which he intended to offer. 

The suggestion was acquiesced in by Mr. ATH- 
ERTON. 


Mr. MANGUM submitted the following: 


Ordered, That 20,000 copies of the proceedings of the Sen- 
ate in Executive session on the treaty with Mexico, and of 
the documents from which the injunction of secrecy has 
been removed by the resolutions of the Senate of the 3lst 
May and the 2d instant, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


A resolution was submitted that the daily hour 
of meeting of the Senate shall be at 11, a. m., until 
otherwise ordered. Lies over. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 
of Executive business, and, after a short time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 15, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BURT asked the House by general consent 
fo take up the joint resolution providing for the 
payment of the regiment of Texas mounted troops 
called into the service of the United States under 
the requisition of Colonel Curtis, in the year 1847, 
and for other purposes, which was returned from 
the Senate with amendments. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. BURT explained that the only amendment 
of substance made by the Senate provided simply 
that this regiment of Texas mounted troops should 
receive the usual pay and allowances from the 
lime they left their homes respectively until they 
arrived at San Antonio, the rendezvous, and from 
San Antonio to their homes respectively after they 
were discharged. The other amendments were 
purely verbal. He trusted the House would at 
once concur in the amendments of the Senate. 

| 








After a few words of conversation between Mr. 
JONES, of Tennessee, and Mr. BURT— 

The question was taken, and the amendments 
of the Senate were concurred in, and thus the joint 
resolution is finally passed. 


_ Mr. HOLMES, of New York, asked leave to 
introduce the following bill: 


A BILL to alter and establish the compensation for mileage 

bo Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

_ Be it enacted, §c., That, instead of the pay now allowed by 
law to Senators and Representatives in Congress for travel, 
there shall be allowed each member one dollar for every hour 
actually and necessarily spent in travelling on the most usu- 
aly taveled route to and from their respective places of 


residence 
cape ae together with the usual and ordinary travelling 


» the || : : 
|| on a previous stage of action on the bill by the 





Mr. WENT WORTH objected, and the bill was | 


|| not received. 


_Mr. STROHM called up the report made by 
himself some days ago from the thar on 
Public Expenditures. He said this was the day 
by which the minority of the committee had stated 
they would be prepared with their minority report, 
and he hoped, therefore, there would be no objec- 
tion to the printing af the report. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. BED- 
INGER stated that the minority were not read 
with their report, but would be on Monday, ae 


| at the suggestion of Mr. McKAY, by general con- 
sent the subject was passed over informally. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR NAVAL SERVICE. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House re 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1849, (Mr. Tuompson, of Indiana, in the 


| chair.) 


The CHAIR stated that the pending question 


| was on the amendment offered yesterday by Mr. 
Wuire, authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to | 


contract with some suitable person for the masonry 
or other parts of the construction of a dry dock at 
Brooklyn, New York. 
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The Chair ruled this amendment out of order, it || 


being substantially the same moved and decided 


| committee. 


Mr: BAYLY then offered the following, as an 
amendment to section 2: 


And be it further enacted, That the restriction estrblished | 
by the fourth section of the act approved March 3d, 1845, | 


whereby no more than one hundred and eighty passed mid- | 
shipmen, and those senior in rank, shall at the same time | 


receive the pay fixed by law for that class of officers, be 


|| suspended in its operation from the passage of this act until 


| the class of 184] and 1842 shall have been examined, and 
the relative rank established among those who shall pass | 


their examination, 


Mr. POLLOCK moved to amend the amend- | 


ment by adding as follows : 


Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to authorize a greater number than one hun- 
dred and eighty to receive the pay of passed midshipmen. 


| 


After some explanations of his amendment, in | 


the course of Which he objected to the amendment 1 the decision of the Chair (which had pemnnsed 


of the gentleman from Virginia as a removal of all 


| restrictions on the Secretary of the Navy, Mr. P. 





Secretar tnnapnenepemmneneenantsesasoepsondSiesnan aan ojeassnasesaesad 


withdrew his amendment. 
sequently renewed. 


It was, however, sub- 


ome conversation ensued between Mr. Mc- | 
| LANE, Mr. BAYLY, and others, in the course 


of which it was stated that the act of 1845 limited 
the number of passed midshipmen to one hundred 
and eighty, below which number the passed mid- 
shipmen now in the service were reduced; and, as 
the class of midshipmen of 1841 and 1842 had not 
all been examined, their relative rank was not fixed, 
and hence the Secretary was unable to supply the 
vacancies from amongst them. To relieve him 


from this difficulty, Mr. Bayxy offered his amend- || 


ment; but, to prevent an ultimate increase of the 
number of passed midshipmen, Mr. Potiock pro- 
posed his proviso as an amendment to the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 
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The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Barty, as amended by Mr. Poxrrock, it 
was negatived, 

Mr. T. BUTLER KING offered the following 
amendment, to come in as a new section of the 
bill: 


dnd be it further enacted, That, for preparing for publica- 
tion, from the observations made at the National Observa- 
tory, the American Nautical Almanac, to be calculated for 
the meridian of Washington, six theusand dollars, including 
fifteen hundred dollars for the pay of the supermtendent of 
the same, in addition to the pay of a lieutenant in the navy, 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provid. d, Said 
superintendent shall be either a captain, commander, or 
heutenant in the navy of the United States: .dnd provided 


further, ‘Vhat the Secretary of the Navy shall cause copies 


of this work to be sold at the cost of publication, with the 
addition of ten per cent. 

Mr. COBB inquired whether there was any ex- 
isting law to authorize this expenditure? 

Mr. KING replying in the negative— 

Mr. COBB read the rule prohibiting the inser- 
tion in appropriation bills of anything not autho- 
rized by previous law, &c. 

The CHAIR explained, that although his per- 
sonal opinion coincided perfectly with that of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] yet, on ex- 
aming the precedents, he found that matters for- 
bidden by the rule had so often been admiited and 
inserted by votes of the House, that he had felt 
himself constrained to bow to the decisions of the 
House rather than follow his own judgment. He 
therefore ruled the amendment to be in order. 

From this decision Mr. Cobb took an appeal. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND supported the appeal. 
The precedents to which the Chair reterred had 
been admitted when no objection had been made; 


| but whenever the items were opposed under the 


rule, the authority of the rule had been always 
recognized and submitted to. 

The Chair again stated, that in his opinion, va- 
rious amendments which had been inserted were 
all out of order; but as the authorities were the 
other way, he had admitted them to be in order; 
and on that ground he made a similar decision 


| in the present case, and decided the amendment of 
| the gentleman from Georgia, the chairman of the 


} 


' 


Mr. BAYLY now proposed to withdraw his | 


| amendment. 


The CHAIR decided that he had no power to 
do so. 

Mr. McLANE moved further to amend by add- 
ing the following : 

And that the Secretary of the Navy, immediately after 
the examination of the present year, shall assign rank to 
those who have been examined, so that the number one 
hundred and eighty may be ascertained, without prejudice 
to those of the same date who may be examined hereafter. 


Mr. McLANE briefly advocated his amend- 
ment, on the ground that the provisions of the law 


which required the number of passed midshipmen | 
receiving pay to be limited to one hundred and 


eighty, could not be complied with until the rank 


of those to be examined could be ascertained; if 


the amendment should take effect and result in 
completing the number, while some were still ab- 
sent on distant cruises, and could not be examined 


ultimately be done, because on their return they 
could be examined next year, and those who were 
entitled to full pay as passed midshipmen would 
then get what they were entitled to receive. 

The question being put, the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. McLane was rejected. 


| 
| 


| he might offer some remarks. 


| Naval Committee, [Mr. Kine,] to be in order. 


The question being taken on a count by tellers, 


been affirmed) was now reversed, and so Mr. 
Kine’s amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. KING then moved an amendment making 
provision for the naval school at Annapolis. 

Mr. COBB urged the same objection; but 

Mr. KING explaining that these appropriations 
were for a school already established by law— 

The CHAIR ruled them to be in order, 

Mr. SCHENCK proposed an amendment, that 
He went on to say 


' that the committee presented a singular spectacle. 


| assume to itself all the power of the body. 


/ and ought to be admitted. 
| position by quoting numerous precedents from the 
naval bill of last year, nearly one-half of which, he 
| said, had been made up of just such amendments 
' as were now so vehemently opposed, 


Here was an attempt by one part of the House to 
In this 
case the particular items now proposed to be in- 
serted had been omitted to be sent to the Naval 
Committee in time for insertion in the original bill, 
because it was known that the committee were 
fully aware that they were necessary, and were 
well acquainted with the whole subject of this naval 
school. They were now moved by order of the 
Naval Committee of the House, and, in conformity 
to all usage and precedent, were strictly in order, 
Mr. S. supported thia 


In fact, this 


| very naval school was itself authorized and estab- 


lished under an amendment in the naval appropria- 


| tion bill. 


Having quoted various items which had been in- 
serted, Mr. S. withdrew his motion to amend. 
Mr. COBB having renewed it, replied. The 


| gentleman from Ohio seemed to think that Mr. C.’s 


Opposition to the amendment proposed by the 
chairman of the Naval Committee involved dis- 


| respect to the committee, but the fact was not so; 


|| there was none intended or fairly deducible from 


during the present year, still no injustice would | 


the objections he had urged from the rules of the 
House. The chairman of the committee himself 
[Mr. Kine] did not so consider the matter; and 
Mr. C. should continue to insist on his point of 
order, and endeavor to protect the appropriation 
bills from being loaded down with irrelevant and 
improper amendments prohibited by the rules of 
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the House. The purpose and sole end of an ap- 
propriation bill wus to draw money from the treas- 
ury to pay for ol jects authorized Ly existing laws. 
This was its sole legitimate purpose. But if all 
matters of general jegisiation were in order as 
amendments, there need be no other bills intro- 
duced, because the whole legislauon of Congress 
might be carned on by inserting, one after another, 
all laws in an appropriation bill, 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencn) was 
sound, what could be out of order in the bill now 
under consideration? The committee at that rate 
mizht insert in this naval appropriation bill all the 
private bills on the calendar, all pending bills for 
Internal improvements, and everything else which 
the public service might be deemed to require, 
Where was it to end? 

Mr. C. was for adhering to the theory of the 
rule, and keeping out of these bills everything but 
the simple appropriation of money for objects 
already sanctioned by law. If the Naval Com- 
mittee, and the Military Committee, and the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and all the other standing com- 
mittees of the House might propose their several 
amendments, including all the business referred to 
them, and all were to be admitted as in order, the 
House wanted but this one bill to cover all the 
business of the session. Where were they.now? 
Near the close of the session, and the first appro- 
priation bill not yet passed; while days on days 
were wasted in discussing amendments in the face 
of the rules of the House. Gentlemen talked about 
precedents, but precedents were of nu force when 
they went to overturn the order of business, and 
abrogate the rules of order. Mr. C. withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. WENTWORTH renewed it— 

When Mr. SAWYER rose to order, contending 
thet this practice of making motions to amend, 
merely for the purpose of getting in five minutes’ 
speeches, under the new rule, and then withdraw- 
ing them, was a clear violation of the spirit of the 
rule, and ought to be put a stop to. 

The CHAIR observed, that the rules of the 
House were certainly liable to abuse if members 
chose to abuse them. But unless a member avowed 
that he offered an amendment merely as a pretext 
to make a speech, the Chair could not rule his 
amendment out of order, if the amendment itself 
ceme within the rules, because every member had a 
right to propose an amendment, and to speak in 
support of it for the space of five minutes; but the 
Chair was not disposed to countenance the abuse 
alluded to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. inquired whether it 
would be in order for him to reply to the gentle: 
man from Georgia [Mr. Coss] in the same strain 
in which he had made hts remarks? 

The CHAIR replied that it would not; gentle- 


men must confine themselves to explaining and | 


supporting the amendments which they should 
move, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend by inserting 
“and one additional magazine,’’ and he was then 
going on to speak of the improper attempt to con- 
tro! the right of offering amendments— 

When the CHAIR called him to order for irrele- 
vancy. 

A desultory and somewhat refractory discussion 
now took place between Mr. SCHENCK and the 
CHAIR, which ended in Mr. 8.’s giving notice to 
the House that he should certainly, if not now, at 
some future time, fully express his opinion of the 
attempton the part of one portion of the House to 
absorb everything, and confine it within the con- 
trol of one committee alone. 

‘The CHAIR called Mr. Scuenck to order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, | give notice of such 
aspeech. [A laugh. J 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, claimed to retain the 
floor; and having briefly urged the propriety of his 
amendment for the naval school— 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to: Ayes 81, noes 48. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved the following as 
an additional section: 

Be it further enacted, That, in making purchases of shoes 
aud pumps for the use of the navy, the Secretary of the Navy 
be, and hereby is, authorized to purchase of those arucles 
manufactured at the United States penitentiary in the Dis 
tiict of Columba, not excceding five thousand urs per an 
nin; provided they shall be of suitable quality, and fur- 
nished at as low a rate as the contractor for the time being, 
shall have stipulated to furnish the said articles respectively. 


The amendment Was ruled out of order. 


If the doctrine | 


THE © 


the amendment by 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved the following as | 
an additional section at the end of the bill: 


Be it further enacted, That, in execution of the act ap- | 
proved March 3, 1847, making appropriations for the naval 
seivice, &e., directing, Auonyg other Uitng<, the construction 
of floating diy docks at the navy-yards at Puiladelpbm, Peu- 
sacula, and Kittery, and in pursuanee of the reports in lavor 
of the two plans hereimatier naun d as best adapted to naval 
purposes, made by a board of ofiicers appointed to examine 


ali the plaus, and by the Bureau of Yards and Docks, the || 


Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed forthwith to enter | 
into acontuact wilh Samuel D. Dakin and Ratheriord Moody 
for ie complete construction, Within a reasonable time from | 
the date of the contract, of a sectional floaung dry dock, 
basin, and railways at the navy-yard at Priladelpuia, accord: | 
ing to the plan and specifications submitted by them to Whe 
Navy Department; and al-o to enter into a contract with 


Jou 8. Gilbert and Zeno Secor for the complete construc- || 
tion, within a rea-onable time from the date of the coutract, || 
yf a balance floating dry dock, basin, and railways at the )) 


navy-yard at Pensacola, according to the plans and specifi- 
cations sulmutted by them tothe Navy Department; aad | 
also ty enter into a contract with one or the other of the 
respective partics above named, for the complete construc- 
tion, Wilkin a reasonable time trom the date of the contract, | 


atthe navy-yard at Kittery, of a floating dry dock, basin, {| 
and railways, upon either of the above-named plans that the | 
said Secretary may preier as best adapted to said yard; the || 


said works at each yard to be of the largest dimeusions pro- | 
posed in said planus and specifications: Provided, Tuat in 
each case such contract can be made at such prices as shall | 
not exceed by two per cent. the prices which lave been sub- 
mitted by either of the said proprictors to the Navy Depart- 
ment fora floating dry dock on either of said planus, aud tor 
the basin and railways of the dimensions aforesaid, at any | 
of the said navy-yards: dnd provided further, That the said 
Secretary shall also, by further contract with said parties, 
enlarge the dimensions of said works at each yard to a 
capacity sufficient for docking war steamers of the largest 
class, at least three hundred and filty feet in length, if the 


dimensions above-mentioned should not be found auequate || 
| 


tor that purpose. 
Be it further enacted, That the sum of four hundred thou- | 
sand dollars is bereby appropriated towards said works from 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ; | 
which sum, together with the sums that temain unexpended 
of the appropriation made by said act of March 3, 1847, tor 
floating dry docks at the three navy-yards afore-aid, shall 
be applied towards the payments to be provided forin the 
said contracts, and be equally divided between the said con- 
tracts for the said works at the three navy-yards afuresaid. 
Mr. K. said it would be recollected by the com- 
mittee that the House passed, at the last session of 
Congress, an amendment to the navy appropriation 
bill of $350,000 for the construction of dry docks 
at Pensacola, Kittery, and Philadelphia. The 
Secretary, however, had not been authorized to go 
on and contract for their construttion, and this 
authority it was now proposed to give, and also | 
to appropriate $400,000 in eddition to the appro- | 
priation of last session, with which a very large 
amount of materials had been purchased. ‘The 
estimates sent in by the patentees for these docks | 
were quite reasonable. 


He would not attempt to enter into a discussion || 


of the merits of these floating docks. The subject 
had been much discussed, and he supposed all the | 
members were familiar with it. It was a fact, | 
however, that we had not nowa single stone dock of 
sufficient length and capacity to take in steamers 
of the largest class; and the dock now building in 


| New York would barely receive the large steamers 


constructing in that city for the mail service; and 
if Mr. Collins had made his steamer three hundred 
feet keel, the dock now constructing there, at an 
expense of a million and a half of dollars, would 
not have received it. 
tion of docks at the places sought to be provided | 
for, and to their great importance there, especially | 
in time of war; and glanced at the superiority of | 
these sectional floating docks with railway base- 
ments, which were so made as to be capable of | 
being enlarged so as to hold vessels of any size. | 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved to amend 
Bt adding: ** Provided, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, it ought to 
be done.” Rejected. 
The amendment of Mr. Kine was then agreed | 
to. 
Mr. KING moved another amendment to add 
at the end of the bill as follows: 
Be it further enacted, That, immediately after the pas- 
sage of this act, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Navy to advertise, in the manner prescribed by law, for pro- 
posals for the transportation of the United States mail from 
Philadelphia, New York, or Boston, to Havre, in France, in 
steamships of not less than twenty-four hundred tons bur- | 
den each, and suitable in all respects to be converted, in the | 
shortest possible me and at the least practicable cost, into | 
war-steamers of the first class; the proposals to state the 
speed of said steamers per hour, and to embrace a pe- | 
nod of ten years’ service; one ship per annum to be fur- | 
nished during the first five years, and as many trips to be | 
performed as the number of ships will adinit of, and not | 
less than two trips per month each way to be made during 
the last five years. It shall also be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to advertise, in like manner, for similar 


)| atthe mouth of the Elbe, during those montis 


| shipthe United States,” once a month each way 


He referred to the destitu- |! 
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|| proposals for the transportation of the United States maii 


| trom either of the above ports in the United sy 


j ° al Fi 
| Antwerp, in Belgium, to extend to the port of ved 


Ghai stadt 


; , ~ 7 i Of the yy 
that the navigation of the North Sea may be consider, d y ‘ : 


All said propusals to be retured to this House at its hext 

| sion; and the sum of one hundred doliars be, and the . — 
is hereby, appropriated to defray the expense 
usement. 

Ee it further enacted, That, until said proposals shan 
have been received and acted on by this House, tie Se , 
tary of the Navy may contract with Captain C), 

| Marshall and his associates for the transportatios 
| United States mail from New York to Havre 
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; : > Provice 
| the sum to be paid shall not exeeed the price authorizy d - 


law to be paid, pro rata for each ship to be employed ti 
| E. K. Collins and his associates for the transportation of) 
United States mail from New York to Liverpool ; said .),, 
| to be commanded by an officer of the navy not t» ud 
grade of licutenant, and to receive four passed thidshipnye 
| On board as watch officers, who shall be suitably ac; ome - 

dated without charge to the Government; said off on & 
| be selected by the owner or owners of said ship with the 
| consent of the Secretary of the Navy. 


The amendment was ruled out of order, 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved ay 
amendment having for its object the commutation 


low the 


| of the spirit rations in the navy, but in differen: 


form from his amendment offered yesterday, He 
referred to the action of Congress on this subject 
| last year—to the precisely similar amendment which 
then passed the House, giving six cents commuta. 
tion; to its passage In the Senate, through the 
| committee and through that body, with an add). 


|, tional clause appropriating a sam for these com. 


| mutations, which was referred to the Committee of 
Conference of the two Houses, on which his friend 
| from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] had succeeded 
| in recommending a reduction of the commutation 
| to three cents, which was finally agreed to by bot) 
Houses. He proceeded to argue that the larger 


|| commutation would operate as a more powerfy| 


inducement to the sailors, and would be sufficien: 
| to bring most uf them voluntarily to abandon the 
| use of spirits. He caused a letter to be read from 
Dr. Smith, and referred to the testimony of other 
| physicians in the navy in regard to the reduction 
| of crimes in consequence of the discontinuance of 
| the use of liquors. He had also conversed witha 
large number of navy officers, not one of whom 
expressed an unfavorable opinion to this amend- 
| ment. 

Mr. MURPHY moved to amend the amendment 
| by appropriating $150,000 for the commutations. 
He said it was useless to adopt the amendment 
| unless they provided the means to pay the com- 
mutations. ‘There were 8,500 sailors in the nava! 


|| service, whose rations cost one cent.; it was now 


proposed to commute by giving them six cents; 
| this would of course increase the expense to the 
Government five cents per day for each man. 
Mr. ROCKWELL said that the appropriation 
/ now made was for three cents. 
Mr. MURPHY (continuing) said that five cents 
each for 8,500 seamen would amount to something 
more than $150,000; and if gentlemen were Jesi- 
rous to vote for the commutation, they must, asa 
| matter of course, appropriate to meet it. He was 





|| sorry the amendment had not gone further. He 


thought three-fourths of the flogging in the navy 
resulted not from drunken men, but from drunken 
officers; they went to their private stores, became 
| excited, and came out and imagined all kinds ot 
insults; and this fact was confirmed by observation 
—the greater or less frequency of flogging on dif- 
ferent vessels being apportioned to the more or less 
temperate character of their officers. 

The amendment of Mr. Murpny to the amend- 
ment was rejected, 

Mr. SAW YER moved to amend the amendment 
by adding a provision that corporal punishment be 
abolished in the navy. Ruled out of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved an amendment asa sub- 
stitute for the amendment of Mr. RockweE t, pr0- 
viding that hereafter the amount of the money com- 
mutations allowed by law in lieu of spirit rations 
be increased to six cents. . 

Mr. ROCKWELL accepted this, and modified 
his amendment accordingly. 

The amendment was then agreed to: Ayes 1, 
noes 39. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, offered a” 
| amendment, the provisions of which he explained 
| to be these: passed midshipmen now received — 
| when promoted to masters they received $1,200; | 
‘a lieutenant on board died, the master was obliged 
toact in his place, and, instead of getting his $1,200, 
dropped down to $750, while the junior midship- 
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, got the $1,200. This amendment was to allow 
et midshipman while acting as lieutenant 
‘a eontinue to receive the higher salary. It was 
te and he hoped would be adopted. 

n yhter a few words from Mr. SCHENCK, (on 
“amendment moved and withdrawn,) Mr. 

Brown's amendment was adopted. 

“Mr. CABELL moved an amendment as an ad- 


s 
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|| Moody for the construction of a sectional floating 


juional section; authorizing the Secretary of the | 


Navy to make an agreement with the assignees of | 


‘contract with A. G. Sloo for the transportation 
“the United States mail from New York to New 
Orienns, to touch, going and returning from port 


to port, at Key West, or to convey the mail ina | 


gmall steamer, to be commanded by an officer of 


he United States navy from Key West to Havana. | 
“He briefly presented the importance of mail 


‘cilities, not only to the inhabitants of the island 


of Key West, but to all parts of the country hav- | 


oe communication with it, and urged the adoption 
of the amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK again submitted an amend- | 
ment, which was ruled out of order yesterday, | 


to provide for the indemnification of officers and 


seamen for losses sustained by the wrecking of | 


certain vessels. 


The CHAIR decided it to be out of order. 


Mr. SCHENCK appealed, but the decision of | 


the Chair was sustained by the committee. 


Mr. SCHENCK submitted an amendment to | 
fx the commencement of the graduated pay of | 
surgeons in the navy at the time they enter into | 
the service, and not at the date of their appoint- | 


ment, Agreed to. 
Mr. McKAY moved an amendment to require 


the Secretary of the Navy to report annually the | 


number of floggings in the service. He said it 


was alleged that such a system existed in the navy, || 
and it was proper that the facts should be put upon || 


record for the guidance of the House, that here- 
afier it might legislate understandingly on that 
subject. 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out | 


of order, but upon appeal taken by Mr. McKay, 


the decision was reversed, and the amendment | 


decided in order by the House. 

Afier some observations by Mr. SCHENCK, 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered an amendment for the 
appropriation of $49,400 for the removal of a dam 
in the Ohio river, which he specified. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 


Mr. DUNCAN appealed, but the Chair was | 


sustained, 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 
House; and Mr. V. moved the previous question 
thereon, which was sustained by the House. 

The first amendment to which objection was 
made was that which proposed an appropriation of 
$0,000 for making astronomical observations in 
Chili, South America. 

Mr. SAWYER called for the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered; and resuleed—yeas 
105, nays 65. 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays on 
the next amendment, which proposed an appropri- 
aulon for lines of steamships to carry the United 
States mail from New York to Liverpool, New 
York to New Orleans, Panama to Astoria, &c. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted thus—yeas 118, nays 57. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment objected to was the one 


servations, on which Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 
asked a special vote; which was taken, and the 
amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DANIEL asked a separate vote on the | 


amendment appropriating, for the completion of 
the marine hospitals at Pittsburg, Cleveland, and 
Louisville, $10,000 each; and for the commence- 


ment of marine hospitals at St. Louis, Paducah, | 


Natchez, Napoleon, and Chicago, on the sites 
owned by the United States, $10,000 each. 

The vote was taken by yeas and nays, and re- 
sulted—yeas 120, nays 41. So the amendment 
Was concurred in. 

A separate vote was taken, by yeas and nays, 
on the amendment authorizing the Secretary of the 
‘avy, in further execution of the law of 1847, 
making appropriations for the naval service, to 
Contract with Samuel D. Dakin and Rutherford 














dry dock, basin, and railways, at Philadelphia; 
and with John S. Gilbert and Zeno Secor for the 
construction of a secuonal dry dock, basin, and 
railways, at Pensacola; and to contract with either 
of the above-named parties for a sectional or float- 
ing dry dock, basin, and railways, at Kiuery, 
Maine, and resulted—yeas 117, nays 48. So the 
amendment was concurred in, 

A separate vote was taken on the amendment 
allowing six cents per day to those seamen in the 
navy of the United States who may elect to re- 
ceive the same in lieu of the spirit ration now 
allowed; and the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to make an agreement with the assignees of 
A. G. Sloo for the transportation of the mail be- 
tween New York and New Orleans, to touch at 


Key West going and returning, or to convey the | 


mail in a small steamer from Key West to Ha- 


vana, to be commanded by an officer of the navy, | 


was voted on separately by yeas and nays, and 
was disagreed to—yeas 68, nays 78. * 

The question was put on the other amendments 
of the Committee of the Whole, to which no ex- 
ception was taken, and they were severally agreed 
to. 

And the bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. VINTON moved to reconsider the vote 
ordering the engrossment of the bill. 


Mr. MURPHY moved to lay that motion on | 


the table. Agreed to. 
And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorials and petitions were presented || 


under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware: A memorial signed by 
sundry citizens, praying for the establishment of a marine 
hospital at the Delaware Breakwater, Lewes, Di laware. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Joseph Spencer, deceased, a 
captain in the revolutionary army. Also, the petition of the 


heirs and legal representatives of Colonel Joseph Crockett, | 


deceased, praying relief. 
By Mr. GOTT’: The petition of citizens of the county of 


|| Onondaga, New York, praying for a repeal of the act of 
| Congress imposing postage upon newspapers within thirty 


miles of the place of publication. 
By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Charles Stewart. 
By Mr. TALLMADGE: A memorial of Luther Bradish 
and others, members of the Historical Society of New York, 
urging upon Congress to purchase Mount Vernon. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 15, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT resumed the chair 


this morning, and laid before the Senate a report 


|| of the Secretary of War, made in compliance with 
/a resolution of the 28th ultimo, calling for the 
| number of Creek Indian warriors killed or wound- 


ed, or who had died, while in the service of the 
United States during the war in Florida. 

[This document contains a muster-roll of the 
Indians, with ther names, some of whom were 
conspicuous in the Florida campaign. } 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
W.H. Eaton, asking remuneration for a horse 


| purchased from the United States which proved 


unsound; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


E. 








Mr. BREESE professed not to understand its 
meaning, at least so far as the marine corps was 
concerned. He adverted to the fact, that, under a 
late act, there had been an increase of the marine 
corps, by which captains had been made from the 
rank of first lieutenants, and so on from the infe- 
rior grade of officers, If the joint resolution were 
passed in its present shape, it would materially 
disturb the present position of the corps. What 
was to become of them when disbanded? These 
officers could not go back to their original rank; 
that was a thing never heard of. He thought we 
ought to await the peace proclamation of the Pres- 
ident, who might, in his message, recommend a 
peace establishment on a larger scale, such as the 
extended frontier acquired would seem to warrant. 
He did not see how this thing would work as to 
the marine corps. He would prefer that the sub- 
ject be postponed. 

Mr. BENTON had no objection that the reso- 
lution should lie over until to-morrow; and in the 
mean time, he would submit an amendment giving 
three months’ extra pay to the officers thus dis- 
banded. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, inquired if the 


' men were included in the amendment? 


|} ments. 


Mr. BUTLER presented a petition from citizens | 


navy may be abolished; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, asking an increase of the 
navai establishment of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, communicating a joint resolution to 
regulate the discharge and payment of the troops 
returning from the Mexican war. 

Mr. BENTON inquired if it was not the same 


in effect as that which he had introduced yester- || 
If it was the same, and there was no ob- | 


day? 


|| of Charleston, asking that the spirit ration in the | 
appropriating $2,000 for taking meteorological ob- | 


jection, he would move to proceed to its immediate | 


was received, to call to the attention of the Senate 
the one yesterday submitted. 

The resolution from the House having been 
read— 


| consideration, as he intended, at the moment it || 


Mr. BENTON replied that it did not include the 
| men, they had their land bounty. The amendment 
was the same as that adopted on the disbandment 
of the army in 1815. 
Mr. CAMERON was in favor of extending it to 
the non-commissioned officers and privates, and 
moved to amend the amendment to that effect. 
Mr. BENTON. And musicians. 
Mr. CAMERON. Yes, musicians. 
the modification. 
Mr. WEBSTER. All correct, sir; all correct. 
| Mr. ATCHISON asked if this included all the 
| troops? He thought there should be some dis- 
| crimination. There were many of the troops who 
would in that case receive this additional gratuity 
'who had never even smelt gunpowder. These 
| would all be entitled to their lands, and now were 
to receive three months’ extra pay. If the amend- 
ment could be so modified as to include those only 
who had served through the war, he would have 
no objection. He had no doubt that hundreds 
upon hundreds had enlisted with a view to land and 

' other bounty, believing the war would be at an 
end before they got there; and were such to be 

' entitled to the same remuneration as those who 
had brunted the whole war, and been engaged in 
almost every battle? He was willing to extend it 
to all who had been engaged meritoriously in the 
service. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he took an opposite view 

of the matter from the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
; Arcuison.] It was said that many of the troops 
, sent to Mexico had never smelt gunpowder. The 
| greater their misfortune. The desire of every offi- 
} cer and soldier who had entered the service of his 
country was distinction; and such as had not had 
the good fortune to meet the enemy were loud in 
| the expression of their regret, their deep regret, 
| that they had been deprived of the opportunity of 
participating in the glory of our military achieve- 
He knew of no safe principle on which 
| we could act, unless we embrace the whole. All 
had taken their chance; but all had to encounter 
the disease of the climate, more fatal than the sword. 
He wished to see all placed on an equality. If the 
| amendment was made applicable to officers, it ought 
also to embrace soldiers, all of whom had entered 
with a view of performing the service they were 
called on to perform; and if it were not made to 
embrace all, co for one, would not concur. 
| Mr. BENTON thought it could lie over until 
' to-morrow, when the amendments could be prop- 
‘erly prepared. 
Mr. ATCHISON felt the force of the remarks 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wes- 
| srer,] and agreed with him that it was rather re- 
garded as a misfortune by those troops that they 
had not smelt gunpowder. His remarks were in- 
tended to apply to those who had never reached 
Mexico; indeed, many had been enlisted within 
the last two months, and had never reached the 
scene of warlike operations. These would all re- 
| ceive their 160 acres of Jand, at the minimum price 


I accept 


_ worth $200. And were those just enlisted to be 
| entitled to the same remuneration as those who had 
| fought through every battle and periled the deadly 
| climate? His object was to make a proper and 
|| legitimate distinction, and not to place those who 
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had not been in the service long enough to meet 
the enemy on the same footing with those who had 
gone through the war. 

' Mr. WEBSTER made a brief rejoinder as to 
the difficulty of partial legislation in such matters, 
which, while it might include some that had not 
worked quite as hard for the glory of their coun- 
try, or suffered as much as others, stil might ex- 
clude othera of great merit. There might, perhaps, 
be some five hundred men who had never seen the 
enemy; but he would not exclude those who had, 
by any phraseology which would produce injus- 
tice to a single soldier. The whole was a bounty 
and grace, and should operate in such manner as 
to reach all who showed a disposition to exert 
themselves in the service of the Government. If 
it embraced a few who might be regarded as less 
deserving, it was nothing. 

The question was then postponed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the bill relating to the naturaliza- 
tion laws, with an amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the amendment, and 
asked the Senate to proceed now to the considera- 
tion of the subject. 

Mr. WESTCOTT expressed a hope that the 
bill would be postponed tll Monday, and that the 
bill and amendment be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER stated that until the subject 
had been brought to his notice, about a month ago, 
he had not been aware of the precise operation of 
the existing laws. He hoped the Senator from 
Florida would permit the amendments to be con- 
curred in, or not, as the Senate might determine. 
The bill would then be reduced toa simple form, 
embracing only some ten lines, which every one 
would understand. Then, if there should be found 
any difficulty, the bill might lie over. 

Mr. WESTCOTT had some doubts as to the 


propriety of one of the amendments, which ap- | 


peared to him to interfere with the local laws of | 


the States as to aliens, and might affect the title to 
property by devise. / 

Mr. CALHOUN said the bill was a very im- 
portant one, and, as he had no idea that it would 
come up to-day, he was not prepared to give his 
opinion. He hoped it would not now be pressed. 

Mr. WEBSTER repeated his desire that the 
amendments, which strike out the greater portion 
of the original bill, should be agreed to. Senators 
would then be able to understand the character of 
the bill. 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to strike out the pre- 
ambdle. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Agreed. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed ull Monday, and, with the amendments, 
ordered to be printed, 

The following is the bill as amended by the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 


Be it enacted, ¥c., That the children of the citizens of the 
Uniied States, born out of the limits and jurisdiction of the 
United States, shall be considered as citizens of the United 
States: Provided, That the rights of citizenship shall not 
ascend to persons whose fathers never have been residents 
in the United States. 


Sec. 2. .tnd be it further enacted, That every woman mar- 
ried, or who shall be married to a citizen of the United 
Btates, and shatl continue to reside therein, shall be deemed 
and taken to be a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported House bill for the 
relief of William Fuller and Orlando Saltmarsh, 
without amendment, and recommending its pas- 
save, 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the better organiza- 
tion of the district court of the United States within 
the State of Louisiana; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. BUTLER also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of the in- 
habitants of Winnebago county, Illinois, asking 
that two slaves sold to satisfy a judgment in favor 
of the United States may be refunded to the pur- 
chaser, and that that species of property may be 

wohtbited from being sold for debt, accompanied 
be a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting to the State of 
Michigan a right of way and a donation of public 
lands for the construction of a ship canal around 
the falls of Ste. Marie; which was read a first 
time. 


| 


| the contingent fund of the Senate. 


_ posed by Mr, ATHERTON and Mr. BENTON; || 


| which had been regarded as settled. 


| ating all that he had before said in favor of the | 
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Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John G. 
Mackall, accompanied by a report; which was 
ordered to be printed. The bill was read a first 
time. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported House bill supplemental to an act 
to confirm the survey and location of claims for 
lands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river 
and south of the 31st degree of north latitude, ap- | 
proved March 3, 1845, without amendment, and | 
recommending its passage. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, reported the bill to divide the district of | 
Arkansas into two judicial districts, accompanied | 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Military | 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further | 





| 
' 

consideration of the resolution of the Legislature |, 
| 


of Tennessee, in favor of compensating certain 
companies of mounted volunteers, and that it be | 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, -asked for the printing of certain 
documents in relation to the Indian relations of 
of ‘Texas; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the claim of Ann B. 
Cox. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, 


Resolved, That, to provide accommodations for the horses 
and wagons employed in the service of the Senate, the Com- 
missioner of the Public Buildings cause a stable tobe builton | 


the public ground near the Capitol; and that the expense || 


thereof, not to exceed five hundred dollars, be paid out of 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That there be printed, tor the use of the Topo- 
graphical Bureau, one hundred copies of Frémont’s map of | 
Lower California, and the same number of Frémont’s 
geographical memvir, in illustration of bis map of Upper | 
California. | 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, 

Reso/ved, ‘hat the Secretary of War inform the Senate 
wiat number of recruits have been enlisted in the army 
during the war with Mexico within the last ninety days. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Manevum, was taken up and agreed to: 


Ordered, That twenty thousand copies of the proceedings | | 


of the Senate in Executive session on the treaty with Mex- 
ico, and of the documents from which the injunction of 
secrecy has been removed by the resolutions of the Senate 
of the 3lst May and the 2d instant, be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Bapcer, was taken up and agreed to: 


Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the Senate, | 
copies of Executive document Nur 60 of the louse of | 
Representatives of the present session, without the Mexican 
war correspondence. 





On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate | 


proceeded to the consideration of the Indian appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN read from a manuscript be- 
fore him, an argument in favor of his amendment, 
which was also supported by Mr. BORLAND, 
Mr. RUSK, Mr. ATCHISON; and it was op- 





when the amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was then reported as amended. 
The amendments reported by the Committee on 


i 
° e } 
Finance were concurred in, 1 


The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee— | 
Mr. HUNTER resisted this amendment in a 
speech of some length, in which he repeated all 
the remarks which had been before urged against | 
the amendment. 


Mr. BADGER objected to this innovation on || 


the usage of the Senate, by reviving a question 


Mr. BERRIEN said a few words in defence of 
the character of Colonel Hanson, who had acted 


between the United States and the Indians. 
Mr. BELL replied to Mr. HUNTER, reiter- 





amendment. 

Before any question was taken on the amend- 
ment, the further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned ull to-morrow. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of | 
the following joint resolution from the House, and | 
passed it: 
A JOINT RESOLUTION to regulate the discharge and 








payment of the temporary troops returning from the Mex- || 


ican War. 
Be it resolved, &c., That, on the restoration of peace with | 
Mexico, by a treaty of peace duly ratified and proclaimed, 


poeeeieenrenten eect eee eeenen ee eee —— 
Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee of || all the military forces of the United States, w 


siesta sce 


: hether y 
teers, regulars, or the marine corps, who, by law —— 
; ne 


| terms of their engagements, are to be discharged at the ot 

| of the war, shall, under the direction of the President oo 
United States, be transported or marched, with t » the 
practicable delay, to such posts or places in the U 
States as may be least expensive and may be most a 
nient to the troops; and at such places they shall Sep 
charged from the service of the United States: and em 
until they shall respectively reach such places and a 
charged, the officers and men shall be considered, paid. a,4 
treated as in the service of the United States in the — 
manner as if the war Ifad not closed. F me 


_After which, the Senate proceeded to the eon 
sideration of Executive business, and, after some 


time spent therein, the doors were reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


he least 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Frivay, June 16, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. VINTON asked that the naval appropria. 
tion bill might be put upon its passage, and on 
that motion he moved the previous question, 

Mr. McKAY said he objected to that motion 
yesterday, and he should do so again to-day. His 
_ object was to have that bill recommitted. The bi! 

was framed on the supposition that the war would 
continue another year. Both this and the military 
| bill were framed for a war establishment, and not 
for one of peace. 

The SPEAKER said, if the gentleman from 
North Carolina objected, the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio could not be entertained. 

Mr. McKAY said he wished simply to make a 
statement and nota speech. He did not desire to 
offer any factions opposition to this bill. 

Mr. ASHMUN called the gentleman from North 
Carolina to order. 

Mr. McKAY said, if he could not be permitted 
to make his statement, he should not withdraw his 
opposition to the third reading of this bill. 

The SPEAKER stated the substance of the rule 
| which prevented the motion of the gentleman from 

Ohio being received at this time without unanimous 
consent; and as objection was made, it was not 
| received. 

Mr. VINTON said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ROCKWELL said that he was instructed 
_by the Committee of Claims to move that the 
_ House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar. 

The motion of Mr. RockweE.t was not agreed 
to, the vote being 62 in the affirmative, and 64 in 
the negative. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 

The House then resolved itself into Committtee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tatt- 
mMADGE, Of New York, in the chair,) and took up 
the “bill making appropriations for certain forti- 
fications of the United States for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1849.”’ . 

The bill was read through, and was then taken 
| up by sections for amendment. 

Mr. STANTON said he desired to address the 
committee for a short time in support of the pro- 
| visions of the bill which had been just read; and 
| he should take occasion to make a few remarks in 
reply to some observations which had fallen from 


| the honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. At- 


KINSON,] some days since, in reference to himself, 

(Mr. S.,) and the votes he had given for some pro- 
| visions and amendments which were made to the 
naval appropriation bill. He believed it was the 
practice of this Government to direct officers of the 
army and the navy at different fortifications and na- 
| val stations to make observations of a meteorologi- 
cal character; and, asit was ona subject of that kind 
that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Atxtnsoy] 
took occasion to make the remarks to which he 
referred in relation to himself, (Mr. Srantoy,) he 


i 


| believed it would be in order to make some reply 


| while this bill was before the committee. The 
specific appropriation to which the honorable gen- 
tleman addressed his remarks was that of two 
thousand dollars, intended to be for the payment 
of the salary of Professor Espy, who was to be 
| employed in the Navy Department to compare and 
| classify the results of the observations on meteoro- 
| logical science. 
| "The CHAIRMAN inquired if the gentleman 
| from Tennessee was ipeoing to an amendment 
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ghich he intended to offer, or to the general pro- 
veions ofthe bill? Pei | 
Mr. STANTON said he spoke of the provisions 
of the bill generally; and, while speaking on the 
niect of fortifications, he believed he should not 
wd of order in the course he designed to pur- 
e. The War Department of this Government 
ris directed observations of the kind that he spoke 
1 be made by officers in the service. It was a 
art of the purpose for which such appropriations 
were made. He candidly admitted that his object 
was to reply to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Virginia, made the other day, and he presumed a 
reply would now be in order. The committee 
would bear testimony that he made no allusion to 
the gentleman from Virginia when he addressed | 
the House a few days ago. He made no attack 
on that gentleman. He made no attack on any- | 
ody. The considerations which he presented to | 
the committee at that time were very simply ex- 
pressed; they were very unpretending in their | 
character, and they could furnish the gentleman 
fom Virginia no possible motive nor any reason- 
able excuse for making any attack on him. The | 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, in the course 


be out 


of his remarks, referred to a message of Mr. J.Q. || 


Adams to Congress in 1825, in which Mr. Adams | 
recommended to Congress to establish a national 
observatory for astronomical purposes, and he 
took oceasion to say, that ‘*then the Democrats 
‘ridiculed the recommendation, and the words 
‘+ ]jcht-houses in the skies’ were used as terms of 
‘reproach. The Democratic party then repudiated 
‘the idea that the Constitution gave to Congress 
‘the power to create or establish a national ob- | 
‘servatory. What was then considered Federal- 
‘ism is now advocated by some of the progressive | 
‘Democracy. The gentleman from Tennessee 
‘(Mr. Stanton] has adopted one of the Federal 
‘notions of Mr. John Q. Adams, as set forth in 


‘his message; perhaps he has adopted the other, | 


‘that ‘the representative is not to be palsied by | 
‘the will of his constituents.’ He trusted, how- 
‘ever, it was not so.”’ 

Two years ago he (Mr. S.) had the honor of 
offering in this House an amendment to the naval 
appropriation bill, proposing an appropriation for 


the purpose of computing and publishing a nautical | 
He had never, except in voting for the | 
general appropriation bill and offering that amend- 


almanac. 


ment, had any part in the establishment of a na- 


tional observatory, although, if it had been his lot | 
sa when the appropriation | 
for that purpose was passed, he should have voted | 


to have been in 


for it with great pleasure; and he should not have 
imagined that, by any intelligent gentleman, he 
could have been supposed to have subjected him- 
self to the charge of Federalism. 


Mr. EMBREE rose to a question of order. He | 


thought it was time that the members of this House 
should confine themselves to the business before 
them, and he desired the Chairman to confine 
gentlemen to the bill making appropriations for 


fortifications, which was now before the commit- 
tee. 


The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman from 
Tennessee was speaking of the bill generally, and 
therefore he was in order and would proceed. 


TH 


|| tory, and these observatories were for the purpose 





_ some of the noblest and greatest statesmen Vir- 
ginia had ever had had done and said on this sub- 

| ject. It was well known to the world, though he 
supposed it could not be known to the honorable 
gentleman from Virginia, that Mr. Jefferson rec- 
ommended an appropriation for the military expe- 
dition of Lewis and Clarke, in 1803, and on that 
recommendation the Congress of the United States 
passed a law authorizing that expedition. Now, 

| on looking at the instructions given by Mr. Jeffer- 
son to those gentlemen, when they were about to 
set out on that expedition, he found that they 
were directed to make astronomical observations. 

| It was a military expedition, and astronomical 
observations were to be made for the purpose of 
ascertaining where it was proper that fortifications 
should be made. Mr. Jefferson said: 

Your observations are to be taken with great pains and 
accuracy ; to be entered distinctly and intelligibly for others 
as well as yourseli; to comprehend all the clements neces- 

| sary, with the aid of the usual tables, to fix the latitude and 
| longitude of the places at which they were taken; and are 


to be rendered to the War Office, far the purpose of having 


the caleulations made concurrently by proper persons within 
| the United States.”’ 


Now, at every station at which these observa- 
| tions were made there was a temporary observa- 


| of making observations on those ** light-houses in 

| the skies;”’ and if John Quincy Adams, in recom- | 
mending such an observatory at Washington or | 
elsewhere, was treading on Federal ground, Mr. | 

| Jefferson, twenty-odd years before, trod on the | 
| same ground, for he made the same recommenda- 

| tion, and caused appropriations to be made for the 
same purpose. Now, he asked the gentleman from 


| Virginia if he had the information to enable him to 
| answer what was the difference between permanent | 


| observatories for astronomical observations and 


over the country to make astronomical observa- 
tions? He asked the gentleman from Virginia 


tions made here, with instruments permanently 
fixed and adjusted for the same purpose. There 


far as related to the object, in the principle there 
was no difference; and he called on the gentleman 
from Virginia, as he valued his reputation, as he 


to call him a Federalist because he favored such 
objects—but to come forward like a true Virginian 
who dared avow his principles and defend them— 


would candidly acknowledge his error. 

In the few remarks which he had the honor to 
submit a few days ago, in support of the proposi- 
tion to set on foot an astronomical expedition, to 





astronomical illustration, comparing the moon to 


| 

| marks, he (Mr. S.) drew from a popular work, an 
|| the hands of a clock in the-heavens, and he stated 
} 


} - : : 
rience was subject, and the means of ascertain- 


|| ing that irregularity. He spoke of the uses of the 
|| sextant, and he argued that if it was in the power 
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migratory, perambulating observatories going all | 
wherein was the difference in the principle between | 
|| observations made on the top of the Rocky Moun- | 
| tains, with temporary instruments, and observa- || 


valued truth and honesty, not to call names—not | 


to come forward and defend his position here. If | 
the gentleman could show him the difference he | 


which the honorable gentleman referred in his re- || 


|| the irregularity to which that celestial clock by ex- | 


Mr. ATKINSON rose and said he begged that || of the Government to purchase a sextant for the || 
the gentleman from Tennessee Would be allowed | purposes which he designated, it was equally within | 
to proceed, } its power to make astronomical observations for | 


Now, he called on thé hon- 


Mr. STANTON resumed. He thought thehon- || the same purposes. 
| orable gentleman to show him the folly of that 


orable gentleman from Virginia was mistaken when | 
he supposed, as he said the other day, that this | 


argument. Instead of calling ‘‘ nicknames,”’ in- | 


particular recommendation of Mr. John Quincy 
Adams was the principal cause of his defeat. 

Mr. ATKINSON. One of the causes. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, one of the causes of 
his defeat. He was aware that the expression 
used in that message—** light-houses in the skies”’ 
—was greatly ridiculed, but the honorable gen- 


tleman from Virginia ought to have sufficient in- | 


telligence to know that ridicule is not more an 
argument than the course which that gentleman 
had himself seen fit to adopt. He alluded to the 
argument which the gentleman from Virginia had 
put forth that this, that, or the other was a Fed- 
tral measure; in other words, the calling of names. 


The gentleman was from the proud State of Vir- | 
£\nia—a State that once had a right to be pro- | 


hounced ** the mother of statesmen,” if not now. 
Since the subject had been brought forward some 
days ago, he had taken occasion, for the purpose 
of justifying himself, to look back and see what 


stead of resorting to the argument of the ignorant, 

casting slurs on those who differ from him, he 
| should have been glad to have seen the gentleman, 
| 





| 


legitimate arguments. He called on that gentle- 
statesman, if he claimed the character of a man of 
candor, and honesty, and intelligence, to come for- 
ward and answer his (Mr. S.’s) argument. He 
(Mr. S.) acknowledged that there was a difference 
in the expense between purchasing a sextant and 
making astronomical observations, that they might 
have better assurance of their correctness; but he 
asserted that if the Government had the right to 
make clumsy observations, it had the right to make 
nicer and more correct observations. There was 
| no difference in the principle. 


If the Government 





| had the constitutional power to use one set of in- 
] struments, it had the constitutional power to use 
instruments, either permanent or temporary, to 


in a more respectful manner, resorting to more | 


man, if he claimed the character of a Virginia | 


845 
obtain the same information, which was so neces- 
sary to enable our officers to navigate our ships 
over the globe. 

Sut the subject of meteorology was another in 
relation to which the gentleman from Virginia had 
seen fit to bring on him (Mr. 8S.) the charge of 
Federalism. Now, he would refer again to the 
Father of Virginia Democracy; and proud might 
the gentleman from Virginia be if he had the ca- 
pacity to walk in the footsteps of his father. 
Messrs. Lewis and Clarke were instructed by Mr. 
Jefferson not only to make astronomical observa- 
tions, but to observe “climate, as characterized by 
‘the thermometer, by the proportion of rainy, 
‘cloudy, and clear days; by se hail, snow, 
‘ice; by the access and recess of frost; by the 
‘winds prevailing at different seasons; the dates 
‘at which particular plants put forth or lose their 
‘flower or leaf; times of appearance of particular 
‘birds, reptiles, or insects.’” 

Now, what had this Government to do with the 
habits of reptiles, birds, and insects? What had 
it todo with lightning, hail, snow, ice, heat, cold, 
and winds? And yet here were meteorological 
observations ordered and directed to be made by 

| the Government of the United States, on the re- 
| commendation of Mr. Jefferson. The gentleman 
from Virginia either forgot or he had never known 
that Mr. Jefferson had recommended and this Gov- 
| ernment had ordered meteorological observations; 
_and when he (Mr. 8S.) sustained an appropriation 
of $2,000 for that purpose, the honorable gentleman 
| from Virginia cried out ** Federalism.’’ He would 
ask the honorable gentleman by what authority 
| this Government bought barometers and sent one 
toseainevery national shipthat went there? Why, 
by the changing of the height of a column of mer- 
cury, the master of a ship foresaw the coming of a 
storm as certainly as he saw it when in the midst 
of it, and he was enabled to reef his sails and put 
his ship in order to sustain its fury. Why, then, 
did the Government use these barometers? For 
meteorological purposes. 
Again: one of the most distinguished officers of 
our navy had been for some years past engaged in 


|, making a most valuable map showing the track of 
might be some difference in the expense, but, so || all the voyages on record,and ascertaiming the pre- 


| vailing winds and currents, and everything that 
concerned meteorvlogy; and the most valuable re- 
|| sults might be expected from such labors. It 
appeared, then, that we were daily and hourly 
| paying the expense of making such a map by a 
distinguished officer, and also for assistants, en- 
graving, and other attendant expenses. And who 
objected to that as unconstitutional? Every navat 
| and army officer scattered over this country was 
| directed to make meteorological observations at 
| the different stations, and the Secretary of the 
| Navy had sent to that House an application for an 
'| appropriation for a clerk to take up those observa- 
tions and classify them, that useful results might 
| be deduced from them, and yet the gentleman from 
| Virginia came forward and argued that it is ** Fed- 
|| eralism’’ to vote for such appropriations. If, how- 
ever, the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia 
|| were heard alone in that House, he (Mr. S.) 
| should never have opened his lips in reply, for he 
knew that both himself and the honorable gentle- 
man from Virginia were properly appreciated there. 
He knew that that gentleman's charge of ** Feder- 
alism” on such grounds as those would receive 
there just as much weight as it was entitled to, and 
/ no more; but in his Congressional district there 
might be a hundred persons or more who knew as 
| little on the subject as the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia himself, and who were as little capable of 
‘| making up an intelligent opinion upon it; they 
therefore might take the word of the gentleman 
|| from Virginia and believe that he (Mr. 8.) had 
‘really stepped over to the ranks of the Federalists. 
| It was to correct such impressions as these that he 
had now taken occasion to make this explanation, 
'| and to invite the honorable gentleman, if he could 
| do it—if he dared do it—to step forward in a spirit 
tof manly candor and argue the question, but not 
|| to call names. 
|| But the honorable gentleman from Virginia was 
‘| not content with that. On the next day succeeding 
| that on which the remarks were delivered from 
| which he had quoted in the eourse of these obser- 

} vations, he (Mr. S.) having said that he would take 
| an early opportunity to notice this subject, the 
| honorable gentleman from Virginia became in- 
| famed again, and he arose, in the same spirit which 
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characterized his remarks on the previous day, and 
used this language: 


“During the long period that he (Mr. A.) liad been in 
public tite, he had never given avote which Lad even sinelt 
of Federalism; he had never voted tor an appropriation not 
strictly aushorized by the Constitution of the Duited Suites ; 
neither bad he made a speech against James K. Polk, the 
Presidentot the United States, and beld him up betore the 
people for his veto of the river and harbor bill, When he 
should have done that, he acknowledged he might well be 
stiepeeted to be tinetured with what was now called Whig 
ery, but in old times was known by the name of Federal- 
ism.’? 


Thus the gentleman from Virginia had indicated 
that he (Mr. 8.) had adopted the Federal notions 
of John Q. Adams, and that he had misrepresent- 
ed his constituents. To this accusation let facts 
spenk. He was a candidate for Congress in the 
year 1843, when Mr. Polk, the present President 
of the United States, was the candidate of his party 
for the Governorship of Tennessee. He (Mr. 8.) 
was defeated on that occasion, but he nevertheless 
received more votes in that district than Mr. Polk, 
by two or three hundred votes. In 1845, he was 
avyain a candidate for Congress, and a successful 
one, and he received more votes than any other 
candidate, by three or four hundred? In 1847, 
when he had voted against the veto of the present 
President of the United States, he was again elect- 
ed, by more votes than were given for Mr. A. V. 
Drown, the successful candidate for Governor, by 
some two or three hundred. He would leave it, 
then, to the gentleman from Virginia, if he saw fit, 
to continue the false charge that he misrepresented 
his constituents, or, like a candid and honorable 
man, to withdraw it. 

But perhaps the gentleman from Virginia might 
think, that because he made a speech in opposition 
to the veto of the President of the United States, 
he did something that was very wrong. It might 
be, that the gentleman would not object to a vote 
in favor of the vetoed bill, and that he simply ob- 
jected to the speech. Now, that speech, as far as 
he was able to appreciate it, was perfectly respect- 
ful to the President of the United States. In that 
speech he did not deny the existence of the veto 
power, but he denied the force of the arguments 
on which the President rested that veto. Whether 
his argument or that of the President was the best, 
he would leave others to determine; but the pro- 
prety of expressing his opinion and jusufying his 
vote, he leftto no man. He claimed the right, in 


thatcase, to judge for himself, and he should always | 


do it according to his best judgment. It would 
appear, however, that, according to Virginia chiv- 
airy of the present day, an opinion was to be 
withheld when it conflicted with the opinion of 
persons in high places; but such was not the doc- 
trine which he had entertained, and such was not 
the principle on which the father of Virginia De- 
mocracy acted. But there was one other remark 
which he had to make tn reference to his vote on 
the river and harbor bill, and it was, that he found 
himself in most excellent company. Some of the 
best Democrats in this Union—some who had been 
endorsed by the Democracy of the Union—voted 
with him on that bill. He need only name Lewis 
Cass, the Democratic nominee for the Presidency 
of the United States, who voted for the bill and 
against the veto of the President. ‘The only differ- 
ence between that distinguished gentleman and 
himself was, that he made a speech, and Mr, Cass 
did not. Mr. Cass did not attempt to jusufy him- 
self, because he had a character in the Union, and 
justification was unnecessary. 

After enlarging on this point, Mr. S. asked the 
geutleman from Virginia, in all candor, if General 
Cass was notequally with himself to be denounced 
as « Federalist for the opinions he entertained on 
this subject, or why it was that such a charge should 
be made only against him who but followed in the 
footsteps of the leaders of the Democracy? Way, 
the Cumberland road received the sanction of 
Thomas Jefferson. Proof of this would be found 
in his messages. And many improvements which 


had been vetoed by Mr. Polk were commenced, 


with the approval of General Jackson, and were 
sanctioned by him down to the end of his Admin- 
istration. These things then were not anti-Demo- 
cratic—they were not then Federal measures; but 
now the honorable gentleman from Virginia, with- 
out any provocation, singled him out for an attack, 
and he was proscribed and denounced as a Feder- 
alist because he had trod in the footsteps of Jetfer- 
son, Jackson, and Cass. He would not undertake 


to say whether he or the genteman from Virginia | 


|} and Mississippi rivers for? 





5 : 7 | , - 
‘ ° 
was the best entitled to the designation of a Dem- } then read the following passage from Mr. 


ocrat, but this much he would say, that, within | 


the scope of constitutional power, he would never 
be found casting his influence, little as it might be, 
against the light of science, the diffusion of knowl- 
edge, and the prosecution of improvements. What- 
ever might have been Jefferson’s opinions of the 
constitutionality of such measures, he has said that 
in his messages which showed very clearly that 
on this subject he differed very much from the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. He had here Mr. Jefferson’s 


message of 1806, in which he spoke of the great | 


expeditions of Lewis and Clarke, Lieutenant Pike, 
Mr. Freeman, and others, in these terms: 

“The expedition of Messrs. Lewis and Clarke for explor- 
ing the river Mi-souri, and the best communication from that 


to the Pacific Ocean, has had all the success which could 
have been expected. 


ascertained with aceuracy the geograp'sy of that interesting 
communication acro-s our continent, learnt the character of 
the country, of its commerce and tohabitants, and it is but 
justice to say that Messrs. Lewis and Clarke, and their brave 


companions, have by this arduous service deserved well of || 


their country. 


« The attempt to explore the Red river, under the direc- 


tion of Mr. Freeman, though conducted with a zeal and 
prudence meriting entire approbation, has not been equally 
successtul. After proceeding up it about six hundred miles, 
nearly as far as the French settlements had extended while 
the country was in their po-session, our geographers were 
obliged to return without completing their work. 

* Very useful additions have also been made to our knowl- 
edge of the Mississippi by Lieutenant Pike, who has ascended 
it to its souree, and whose journal and map, giving the de- 
tails of his journey, willshortly be ready for communication 
to both Houses of Congress. ‘Those of Messrs, Lewis and 
Clarke and Freeman will require further time to be digested 


and prepared These important surveys, in addition to those | 


before possessed, furnish materials for commencing an ac- 
curate map of the Mississippi and its western waters. Some 
principal rivers, however, remain still to be explored, to- 
wards which the authorization of Congress, by moderate 
appropriations, will be requisite.” 


Now, what was this exploration of the Missouri 
And what was this 


| map to be for which was to be published by Con- 


| writings, 


gress? It was to make us acquainted with those 
rivers, that commerce might be benefited by the 
information thus acquired. We, for the same 
reason, are now making explorations and a survey 
of our coast. This system was approved by Jef- 
ferson. Jefferson had a great, an enlightened and 
liberal mind, and he saw nothing like Federalism 
in these things. But the gentleman from Virginia 


ferson, and he sees more than Jefferson could ever 
see. 


Mr. DANIEL thought the gentleman from Ten- | 


neasee did injustice to the memory of Mr. Jeffer- 
sen. With respect to the expedition of Lewis and 
Clarke, he believed Mr. Jefferson did not put iton 
the ground and recommend an appropriation for 
that object for the reason that it would promote 
commerce, but it was for the purpose of obtaining 
information in regard to the property of the United 


States; and in that point of view it was perfectly | 


just. And, again,so far as referred to Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s sanction of the Cumberland road, it had been 
stated by Judge Smith, of South Carolina, that Mr. 


Tuey have traced the Missouri nearly | 
to its souree, descended the Columbia to the Pacifie Ocean, | 
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the continent for the purposes of commerce. 


_ were to show him, that, for the purpose 
| out this provision of the Constitution, it w 
| sary to make observations, inasmuch as jt y 


| in weights, owing to a difference in the ¢ 











son’s instructions to Lewis and Clarke: elfen 

The objectof your mission is to explore the Missoy 
and such principal streams of it as, by its cour.e 
munication with the waters of the Pacific Ocean. wi 
the Columbia, Oregon, Colorado, or any other river. | z 
the most direct and practicable water commun 


Iri river 
and I 

Wither 
Tr, tay Ofler 
ication CTOs 


Mr. ATKINSON observed that Messgrs _ 
and Clarke were officers in the army at the ti, 7 

Mr. STANTON replied that they were, in» 
was idle to say that this expedition was a milita : 
one merely. 'Y 

There was one thing more on which he wishes 
to saya word. The Constitution of the United 
States gave to Congress the right to establish 


| uniform system of weights and measures. Now 
' 


what would the gentleman from Virginia say if he 


Of carrying 
aS Neces. 
. is as @ 
fact that in different localities there was a difference 
~ . arth's 
attraction? Would the gentleman then admit the 
force of the argument, and concede that Con 
was not exceeding its constitutional power? 


He repeated the statement, and said an intelli. 


gress 


| gent man must admit he was right; but the honor. 
| able gentleman from Virginia might dispute it and 


pronounce him a Federalist. These obseryati 
were carried on for the very purpose of ascertain. 
ing facts in reference to the subject over which this 
Government had unquestionable power; yet it was 
charged to be Federalism in him to advocate a 
proposition for $2,000 to employ a clerk in the 
Navy Department to examine and compile the 
observations made at the military and naval stations, 
He had done with the subject, at least at present, 
It was with reluctance that he had engaged in this 


ons 


| discussion; but justice to the principles on which 
| he had acted, justice to himself and to his own 
| reputation, had required him to answer the charges 
| of the gentleman, which doubtless would be rung 


through his own district as coming from one of the 
statesmen of Virginia. 


Mr. ATKINSON said he did not often rise to 


_ address the House, and therefore he most respect- 


| fully asked an attentive hearing. 


Q | be a man of peace, but at the same time he pro- 
was more astute, able, and enlightened than Jef- || 


He professed to 


fessed to be a sort of noli me tangere man. 

Mr. STANTON explained that he had said that 
General Cass had voted for the bill which the 
President vetoed, and that he thereby had voted 
against the veto; bat the gentleman had represented 
that General Cass had not voted against the veto, 
inasmuch as the bill having originated in the 
House was sent back there, and he (Gen. C.) had 


| not had the opportunity to vote for it, though he 


had voted for the bill originally. 
Mr. ATKINSON said it was unnecessary for 
the gentleman to have made this correction, be- 


|, cause he thought, of all mistakes that was the very 


Jefferson regretted his approval of that act more | 


than any act of his public life. 


he regretted it to the last day of his life. 
thus it would be seen, that so far as Mr. Jefferson 


was authority for this doctrine, it was without | 


foundation. 

Mr. STANTON did not pretend to know what 
Mr. Jefferson's private opinions were at the time 
of his death, or at any other time, further than 
they were expressed in his public messages and 
What was the object with which Mr. 
Jefferson recommended the expedition of Lewis 
and Clarke they had seen from the instructions 
which Mr. Jefferson gave tothem. They embraced 
astronomical observations, amongst other things, 
which he must then have supposed to be within 
the constitutional power of the Government. He 
believed it was well known that Mr. Jefferson was 
proud of the result of that expedition to the day 
of his death. 

Mr. ATKINSON desired the gentleman from 
Tennessee to inform the commiteee whether by 
those instructions to Lewis and Clarke there was 
any additional expense incurred by the country, or 


He had been led || 
to sanction it supposing that the sanction of the | 
States would be obtained, and that thus it would || 
be stripped of all unconstitutional objections; but | 


And | 


| 
| 


least he had made; and the gentleman had only 
| confirmed him in the opinion he had heretofore 


entertained of him, that in star-gazing his whole 
attention had been directed to little matters, while 
he neglected the great concerns of the nation. 

Another mistake into which the gentleman had 
fallen was, that the public would believe—this 
committee who knew them would not, however— 
that he had thought it necessary to make an at- 
tack upon the gentleman from Tennessee with the 
view of injuring him at home or elsewhere. He 
had never considered the gentleman a rival. God 
forbid that he should look on him ag such. Those 
who knew him would never for one moment sus 
pect he was so destitute of intelligence and of that 
noble quality, self-esteem, as to consider him & 
| rival. 

He should attempt to speak as calmly and de- 
liberately as he thought the nature of the occasion 
would allow; he had not when he addressed the 
House a few days ago. He assured the commit 
tee, while he offered no apology to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, he had not intended any unkind- 
ness or injustice to the gentleman. He had been 
arguing the question in a way he thought propet 
| and legitimate; he had stated what his opinion 
was of the views the gentleman had expressed, a8 
he had a right todo. The gentleman was allo 


gether wrong in believing he had thought so much 


any additional officers appointed, or any patronage || of him as to desire to injure him in his district. 


extended ? 
Mr. STANTON replied in the affirmative. He 


| The honorable gentleman had told them that 
| Virginia was once considered the mother of states 
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». Perhaps if the gentleman had been born in opportunity of examining into the subject as the nesa, in the sciences, in the wealth of the people, 
y vinia he might have considered that Virginia | gentleman from Tennessee had, who had been pre- | provided all these things could Le attained according 
Vung the mother of one statesman. He believed paring his speech for days, but he understood and to the constitutional rules which he had prescribed 
the gentleman at one period of his life had he believed there was no doubt that the recom- | for himself. But whenever they travelled out of 
ait in Virginia, and it might be that the gentle- — mendation of Mr. Jefferson in regard to this expe- the Constitution, whenever they would lay aside 
a intended to declare that when he departed — dition was not for the purpose of the establishment — the limitations of that instrument, whenever they 
ae Virginia all the great men of that old Com- | of a permanent observatory like that recommended — would violate the fundamental principles of the 


——— 


awealth had gone. He, however, had migrated | by Mr. Adams and since established. Government, as established and as laid down by 
me . eT rer ° ° . > sen * ¢ 
the * far West,”’ as it was called, and Virginia Mr. STANTON would like to know the differ- the Virginia resolutions of 1798 and 1799; when 


jad lost one of her sons, although he assured the ence between the constitutional power of establish- they would do that, he begged gentlemen not to 
House the sun had risen and set afterwards as it | ing a temporary observatory and a permanent one? ask him to go with them, it they called that pro- 
jd before; although one of her sons had taken Mr. AT KINSON begged not to be interrupted, gressive Democracy. He went for the progress of 
yo and gone to the West, there was the same no- | Fle had just stated, that he should not discuss be- science, but not for the encouragement of science 
pie spirit in the old Commonwealth which had | fore this committee the propriety of the recom- by act of Congress. He held that the Congress of 


ever existed, and which he hoped would continue || mendation of Mr. Jefferson, or of an observatory, the United States had no power to encourge science, 


exist as long as she was a Commonwealth. because that had already been done. except by granting letters patent, and securing 
“In the remarks he now made he trusted the Mr. STANTON again invited Mr. A. to answer | copyrights to authors and inventors. So far as 
House would not consider that he exhibited the | the question. . . rien that went to encourage science he was for it; but 
srength of his intellect. He was not making an Mr. ATKINSON persisted in his refusal, and | he was for encouraging science by individual efforts; 


ejort to establish his reputation; he assured the | said he would answer pertinent questions. He 
House he should use nothing but mustard-seed | had come here now to meet the gentleman on the | able and intelligent, and that must be accomplished 
shot, and should reserve his cannon balls unul a | issue he had raised a few days ago. The gentle- || by individual enterprise, and not by the operation 
moreimportant contest. He should treat that gen- |, man had then distinctly announced to the House, | of our Government. 
seman as he deserved here and elsewhere. that on a suitable occasion he should compare 
He repeated his disavowal that he had made an __ principles with him, (Mr. A.,) to show which of | the gentleman from Tennessee as not ranking in 
atiack on the gentleman the other day. He had | them was a Democrat, and which a Federalist. | his classof intelligent men, he said it was not neces- 
been arguing against the appropriation of two thou- |) Now, he charged upon the gentleman that he had |, sary in order to regulate weights and measures that 
sand dollars to employ a certain individual for the | favored and supported, as well as he could support, | this observatory should be established by the Gov- 
purpose of enlightening the people at large. appropriations for that observatory, which, at that |, ernment of the United States. A uniform standard 
"Mr. STANTON inquired if the gentleman had | day at least, was a Federal measure. He charged | of weights and measures had been established 
pot said that he (Mr. 8S.) had adopted one of the || again, that the gentleman had madea speech aguinst || without this observatory and appropriations for 
principles of Federalism, and perhaps another, that | the veto power, as exercised by Mr. Polk upon | meteorological observations, Why, then, was it 
lie representative was not to be palsied by the will | the river and harbor bill. necessary at this late period to establish an observ- 
of his constituents? || Mr. STANTON said hehad nevermadeaspeech | atory? It was not; and, until the contrary could 
Mr. ATKINSON would answer the gentleman || against the veto power; on the contrary, in the | be shown, the gentleman’s argument fell to the 
with great pleasure, and should not be found back- || speech to which the gentleman referred he had ex- | ground. 


for encouraging that which would make mankind 


Although he should probably be considered by 


ing out here on any occasion from positions which || pressly approved and advocated the veto power, || He referred to Mr. Stanron’s invoking the au- 
he had taken. He had stated distinctly, and he |}as the gentleman would find by referring to the | thority of Mr. Jefferson, and said he frequently 
now reiterated it—and he stood by his remarks as || speech. || beard the name of that illustrious patriot and sage 
reported in the Intelligencer—that the gentleman | Mr. ATKINSON reiterated his assertion, that || pronounced in such a way as to be a slander upon 


had adopted one Federal opinion of the late Mr. || the gentleman had made a speech against the veto | his memory. It was not all who hurraed for Casa 
Adams; and that he perhaps might have adopted | power, as exercised upon the river and harbor bill, |, and Butler, who said they walked in the footsteps 
the other, that the representative was not to be | and he had also assumed to enlighten the people || of Jefferson, Madison, and Jackson, who belonged 
palsied by the will of his constituents. ‘ He had | of the United States, and to prove that James K. || to the school of which they were the founders, He 
suid he trusted it was not the case, (it was so re- | Polk was wrong and he was right; and he had told || denied that there was anything in Mr. Jefferson’s 
ported.) He trusted the gentleman had not, for it || the House, that he had since been reélected by the | actions or writings which sustained the gentleman 
pained him to see a man who had been classed | people of his district. He (Mr. A.) could account | in the advocacy of such doctrines as he advanced. 
with the Democratic party adopting Federal no- || for that very readily. The people of his district, || In passing he referred to the remarks of Mr, 
tions. He had, on the previous day, attempted to | he imagined, had been found to be more Federal |; Srepuens in reply to his previous ones, and thank- 
show that the Democrat or Republican party, (as || than it was supposed they were, and Federalism ed him for the agreeable, gentlemanly course he 
it was more properly called at that day,) when Mr. || had no doubt come to his relief; and in that way | had taken. That gentleman was in favor of an 
Adams recommended the establishment of a per- | he got the approbation of what he had done in the | observatory, as he had the right to be, and had 
manent observatory, repudiated it as a Federal || Congress of the United States. |, boldly stood up for his principles and for that con- 
idea, and the consequence was that no notice was | But the gentleman from Tennessee said, if he || struction of the Constitution which he believed was 
taken during that session of Congress of that rec- | was to contend, in order to regulate weights and |! right, and which justified appropriations for these 
ommenation by the Congress of the United States, | measures, that it was necessary for the Govern- | objects as incidental to expressly-granted powers. 
although that went far, together with the other | ment to make astronomical observations, an intel- | He had argued the question as a gentleman, and 
opinions Mr. Adams expressed, to prevent his | ligent man would pronounce that he was right and | he should always treat him as such both here and 
relection as President of the United States. Was | sensible; but the gentleman from Virginia, he pre- | elsewhere, he trusted. 

herightin that opinion? Wasthereany gentleman || sumed, would not so pronounce. And did that The gentleman from Tennessee had said he was 
who would rise in his place and say that thatopinion || gentleman set himself up to judge of bis intelli- || not afraid that any remarks which he (Mr. A.) 
of Mr. Adams was not at that day considered anti- |, gence? Ifso, he would move tg change the venue, || might make would prevent his reélection to Con- 
Republican? If there were one, let him rise and || because every man who was tried had the right to || gress; and yet his actions had indicated that he did 


speak. [A pause.] Not one. Then he was right. | be tried by his peers. || fear the effect, and he had made a most powerful 
The Democratic Congress in 1831, afier Mr. Ad- || Something had been said the other day about || effort to prevent the influence of his (Mr. A.’s) re- 
ams recommended the establishment of a perma- | progressive Democracy. If the gentleman was a || marks on the people of his district. 

nent observatory in 1825, passed an act extending || progressive Democrat, he did not want to belong to | Mr. STANTON was understood to say he had 


and carrying into effect the act of February, || the party; his progressive Democracy was an ap- || never heard from the gentleman anything but what 
1X07, providing for the survey of the coast of the | proximation to Federalism. It was said by some || the gentleman himself called mustard-seed shot. 
United States, and so careful were they lest it | that he (Mr. A.) was of the stand-still Democracy. || Mr. ATKINSON replied that he had expressly 
should be construed in any way to endorse the || Yes, he was of that Republican or Democratic | stated, in the outset of his remarks, that he did not 
recommendation of Mr. Adams, annexed this pro- || party—call it what you please—which contended | consider anything more than mustard-seed shot 
viso—the bill being reported by Mr. Hoffman— || for a strict construction of the Constitution of the || necessary for the gentleman; grape would blow 
that nothing in this act shall be construed to autho- || United States. He was one of those who believed || him to the skies; and he would recommend to the 
rize the construction or maintenance of a perma- || that the Congress of the United States had no || gentleman to become one of the soarers, because 
nent astronomical observatory. He said that up | powers except those which were delegated to them, | he very much doubted whether, unless Tennessee 
to 1831 so jealous were the Resotiinen party of | and that all the powers of Congress were such as || became much more Federal than she now was, he 
this thing called an observatory or a * light-house || were expressly delegated, or were necessary and || would again be returned to this House. ; 
in the skies,” which suited the honorable gentle- 1 proper to carry into execution the expressly dele- | But the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, it 
man from Tennessee better than matters of fact, | gated powers. That was the kind of Democracy || seemed, after he had made a speech against Mr. 
that at that time they actually incorporated a pro- | to which he had always belonged. But whenever || Polk’s veto on the river and harbor bill, was so 
vision in the bill declaring that no construction | he found any of the Democrats ready to go, as he | elevated in the opinion of his constituents that he 
should be put upon it to provide for the establish- || found some were, to adopt the rule that the major- || had received even a larger vote than Mr. Polk 
ment of a permanent observatory. Now, he did ity must construe the Constitution of the country, || himself received when he was a candidate for the 
not mean to go into an argument upon the merits || that the will of the majority was the only rule by || Presidency. That, he thought, did not speak much 
of these astronomical observations before this com- || which they were to be governed, he abandoned a | for the gentleman’s Democracy; for, as-without 
mittee at this time, because he was always opposed | Democracy entertaining such principles. He knew || doubt Mr. Polk received all the Democratic votes, 
to talking to a subject irrelevantly, and nothing || it was considered rather out of sorts to talk here |, the gentleman from Tennessee must have received 
could induce him now to do so but the attack made | about the Constitution, Yes, that old instrument | Federal ones. That was the way the gentleman 
by the gentleman from Tennessee upon him. He || of trusts had been so long neglected that he would | came to overleap the present honest, intelligent, 
Would not discuss here the propriety or impro- | be called an old-fashioned man who called it up for | consistent President of the Unitea States. 
per of the course pursued by Mr. Jefferson, or | the purpose of examining and construing it strictly. || He repeated, that in the remarks he had made a 
‘8 recommendation in the case of the expeditions || He was for progressive Democracy when progres-| few days ago, he had had no spleen to gratify 
of Lewis & Clarke, as he had not recently had an 1 sive Democracy meant progress in human happi- |) against the gentleman from Tennessee; nor had he 
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any intention to operate upon his constituents | 


against him. Since, however, the gentleman had 
done him the honor to complain that such would 
be the effect of his (Mr. A.’s) remark, permit him 
to say, that with a Democratic people, the remarks 


made subsequently by the gentleman himself would | 


not tend to elevate him in their estimation, 


The gentieman had thrown down the gauntlet, | 


and had declared he intended to compare Demo- 
cratic opinions with him, ( Mr. A.) ; ' 
it? Had he stuck to the issue? He defied him to 
show any deviation on his (Mr. A.’s) part from 
the principles of the old Republican party; and he 


Had he done | 


would yield the floor if the gentleman wished to | 


Attempt tt. 


Mr. STANTON said he had not designed to | 


enter into such a contest. If he had made such a 
remark it was a slip of the tongue. His object 
had been to justify himself, and show by argument 
that the measure he advocated was constitutional. 
The gentleman had not met it. 


Mr. ATKINSON replied that he did not decline 


any discussion with the gentleman. He said, ac- 


cording to the Constitution of the United States, | 


Congress had no power granted to establish an 
observatory. 
power? Krom that clause which authorized Con- 
gress to raise and support a navy? He supposed 
that was the clause on which he relied. Now, he 
put this question to every intelligent mind in the 
committee: Is it necessary, in order to raise and 
maintain a navy, that an observatory shall be es- 
tablished by Congress? The navy of the United 
States had been raised and supported for years 
without an observatory, and without appropria- 
tions to allay storms, which were under discussion 


Where did the gentleman get the | 


a few days ago, and why were either any more 


necessary now? 


Mr. STANTON asked whether it was not ab- 
solutely necessary that our navy should use the | 


observations of other Governments, unless we fur- 
nished them ourselves? 


And whether we had not, | 


from time immemorial, used such observations, | 


and been dependant to this extent upon other Gov- 
erments? 


Mr. ATKINSON urged, in reply, that, as we 
were in possession now of all the information of | 


other countries on the subject, it was the less necessa- 


ry that we should be at the expense of establishing || 


and keeping up an observatory. 

le recurred to Mr. Stanton’s charge upon him 
of want of information, and advised the gentleman 
to go to his district and make the remark, and he 
would be hissed and scorned by the intelligent peo- 
ple of that district. The gentleman had once been 


among the people of Virginia and had found them || 


too intelligent for him, and that he never could have 
gone to the Congress of the United States from 


there, and so he fled and sought refuge without |! 
Virginia had once been the mother | 
of siatesmen, and in time had ceased to bear states- | 
Where, then, should she | 
To the gentleman’s district in | 


her precincts. 


men within her limits! 
look for them? 


Tennessee? It was laudable for a man to have a 


proper degree of ambition and self-esteem; but | 


young statesmen were sometimes inclined to think 
the weight of the Government rested on their 


shoulders—the weight of the Democracy rested | 


|| concluded his remarks. 


on them—and that no good thing could come ex- | 


cept from them. 
in this House. 


In conclusion, he again expressed his regret that | 
he should have been drawn into this discussion as || 


he had been b 


the attack of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee. 


But he undertook to say the gentle- 


man might come on with his battle knife as soon | 


as he pleased, and although he affected to think 


He had seen such instances even 


that the statesmen of Virginia were no more, he || 


would find her citizens always ready to stand up 


to support their honor and the honor of their State, | 
He sought no con- | 
troversy with any man; he went for peace. All | 
the honorable gentleman needed to have done the | 
other day to have prevented this difficulty, if he | 


even if it cost their life-blood. 


had chosen, was to have asked him whether he 


(Mr. A.) intended his remarks in unkindness or | 
not; he should with great pleasure have responded | 


that he did not, and meant no injury, personal or 
political, but was merely attempting to show that 
the course taken by him was the Federal and not 
the Democratic course. But he begged gentle- 


men to cease to throw abuse on old Virginia. Let | 
him tell gentlemen there were intelligent men, and | 
many of them, in this House who had the honor ‘ over it. 
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! 
of being born in Virginia; and although they had | 
gone, there still remained in that old Common. | 
wealth hearts and hands ready to battle for their 

rights and to repel all attacks both here and else- 

where. He dismissed the subject he trusted for- | 
ever; but, whilst he was ready to dismiss it, he | 
wished it to be distinctly understood that whenever | 
the occasion should require it he could be found. | 

Mr. STANTON, in correction of an erroneous | 
conception of Mr. Arxinson, stated that his native | 
place was not Virginia, but Alexandria, District 
of Columbia; that he had taught school in early | 
years in Virginia—though he thought not in the 
gentleman’s district, and at the age of nineteen had | 
left the State never to return to it again. He was | 
very sure if he had gone into the gentleman’s dis- | 
trict, and there been a candidate for Congress, in- | 
asmuch as the population of the district had elected 
the gentleman, he never would have stood any 
chance there. 

Mr. ATKINSON, (in his seat.) Surely not. 
[A a, 

Mr. STANTON continued. But one thing he 
could say in reference to the constituency he had 
the honor to represent, that the gentleman never 
represented such an one. 

Mr. ATKINSON. Never. [A laugh.] God | 
forbid ! 

Mr. STANTON, in reference to the argument 
he had used this morning, had nothing to say, for | 
the gentleman had not attempted to reply to it, but 
had expressly waived the question by which he 
(Mr. S.) had invited him to show wherein the | 
proposition he had advocated in this House dif- | 
fered from the principles advocated and maintained 
by Mr. Jefferson himself. He asked the gentle- | 
man to show why he should denounce him and 
(notwithstanding his disclaimer) make a severe 
attack upon him, which, if not designed to injure | 
him before his people, had no purpose whatever. 
The gentleman had waived all these arguments, 
and told him he should only use mustard-seed | 
shot. He must say it was impossible for him to | 





| find shot small enough to fight the gentleman with. | 


Mr. ATKINSON was very sure the gentleman 


‘could not find shots small enough for his oppo- | 


nents, because the truth was, he had no ammuni- 
tion at all. [A laugh.] He was a blunderbuss | 
[renewed laughter] without any powder or shot. 
Having again disclaimed any intention of injur- 
ing Mr. Sranrton in his district or elsewhere, and | 
again insisted that this unpleasant controversy 
had arisen from the gentleman himself, Mr. A. | 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee | 
then rose, and the House passed a resolution to 
close the debate on this bill in five minutes after it 
should be again taken up in committee. 

The House then again went into committee on 
the same bill. 

Mr. VINTON stated that the Engineer depart- 
ment had sent to the Secretary of War estimates | 
for the fortifications for the year, observing in their | 
report that they had reduced the amount as low as | 
possible, in consistency with the continuance of | 
the war with Mexico. Notwithstanding this, how- 
ever, the Secretary had cut them down toa little more 
than half of the sum estimated. Both estimates | 
had been submitted to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the committee had made the bill 
to conform to the estimates, not of the Engineer | 
department, but of the Secretary, and the sums 
inserted were just sufficient to keep the existing 
works in a state of preservation, without advan- | 
cing them at all. 

Mr. SAWYER inquired what was the total 
amount appropriated by this bill? 

Mr. VINTON replied, a little over half a mil- 





been put in. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to insert, *‘ For 
the construction of Fort Delaware, on the Pea 
Patch Island, one hundred thousand dollars.’’ He 
said that there was no appropriation in the bill, as 
reported, to meet this object; nor had there been 
any estimate from the department on which an 
appropriation would, according to the usual course 
of things, be founded. The probable reason for 
these omissions was readily to be given, and, on 
giving it, he trusted that the deficiencies would 
promptly be supplied. The Pea Patch Island lay 
between the shores of the States of New Jersey 
and Delaware. Each State had claimed authority 
Suits had been brought, but the jurisdic- 


lion, instead of several millions, as had sa 


|| consequence ? 


E. 


tion being questioned, neither State had be. 
posed to submit to judicial investigatio 
| the limits of the other. Thus the matter had Stood 
for many years. At length the two parties—th 
United States Government on the one side on 
the agents of the family claiming under a Jerse 
grant on the other—came to an agreement to gy\, 
mit the question of title to a reference. Accord. 
ingly a quit-claim deed was executed by the ind. 
viduals to the Secretary of War, to be held by him 
until the dispute should be ended. A referee (Mr 
Sergeant, of Philadelphia) was named and agreej 
on. The arrangement was, that if the individual 
or Jersey title should prove the better, referees 
should be chosen to ascertain the value, and the 
amount so ascertained should be paid by the Unj. 
ted States. If, on the other hand, the referee 
| Should decide against the private claimant, there 
was an end of controversy, and the Government 
would stand secure in its rights against all agsqi. 
ants. 

Thus stood the case at the opening of the present 
session. Aftera lapse of some months, a decision 
was pronounced here, in the Capitol. Nothine 
remained but to proceed with the military works 
which had been so long suspended. A fort wag 
long ago constructed at the place; but it was de. 
stroyed partly by the sinking of the foundation, 
and afterwards by a conflagration, which took 
away all the combustible parts. A remnant of 
former appropriations had been in the treasury, 
amounting, some months since, to $20,000. Bur 
this had been partially or altogether exhausted jn 
preliminary surveys and arrangements. Nothing 
adequate at all to the work itself—the construction 
of a great fortification—remained. What was the 
The shores of the fine river, in the 
bosom of which this fungus had arisen, as if pro- 
vided by nature on purpose for security, remained 
defenceless. Except a small fort five miles from 
Philadelphia, nothing was found for the protec- 
tion of about half a million of people and many 
millions of property near and upon its shores, 
The States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware, were exposed to attack and invasion 
with comparative impunity. 

Mr. I. said he merely supplied an omission on 
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the part of the department and the committee by 
offering the amendment. As the final settlement 
of the title had been comparatively recent, he was 
bound to suppose that the omissions which he had 
adverted to were inadvertent. Whatever might be 
the character of them, he felt it due to a large sec- 
tion of country to provide, if possible, a suitable 
remedy. 

Mr. VINTON, after a pro forma motion to reduce 
the amount, went into a brief reply. The title of 
the United States to the Pea Patch Island had long 
been in dispute; but since the original estimates 
had been sent to the Committee of Ways and 
Means the title had been secured, and an appro- 
priation had been inserted in the bill to cover the 
expenses of the arbitration. No estimates had been 
sent from the War Department for this work, 
although the arbitration had been concluded and 
the title obtained at the commencement of the pres- 
ent session of Congress. 

Mr. INGERSOLL corrected this statement. 
The arbitration had not been brought to a close tll 
the month of March last. 

Mr. VINTON said he would send to the Clerk’s 
table a report of the War Department in regard to 
this work, in which the Secretary stated that if the 
title should be awarded to the United States there 
would be no necessity for a new appropriation, 
because there was money already in the treasury 
appropriated for the object. But if the title should 
be found to be in other parties, then it would be 
requisite to appropriate in order to make the pur- 
chase. 

The report was read. 

Aftera brief reply from Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
and some inaudible statements from Mr. C. J. IN- 
GERSOLL, Mr. FICKLIN wanted to know how 
much money had already been expended on this 
fort on Pea Patch Island! 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL replied that that ques- 
tion was readily answered, and the answer was, 
nothing at all. No money had been spent upon It 
at all. There had formerly been a work upon this 
site, but it was burntdown. That had nothing to 
do with what was now asked. No money 
been appropriated except a small sum for a survey 
of the site of the fort. 
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